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Win a trip on the 
Cathedral Express 

FIRST CLASS TRAVEL AND GOURMET MEAL 
FOR TWO TO BE WON. SEE PAGE 6 



Pam Rhodes at 
college reunion 



SONGS OF PRAISE STAR DROPS IN 
TO SEE STUDENTS, PAGE 3 





Sun, play and worship! 



Police chaplain works 
to ‘build bridges’ after 
terror attacks 



bv Natalie Abbott 
SUMMER is a time for rest, relax- 
ation and fun, and Christian 
camps around our diocese and 
further afield were on hand to 
offer plenty of all three to young- 
sters and adults alike. 

More than 100 youngsters 
took part in Yellow Braces, the 
annual camp for youngsters near 
Oxford (pictured above). This 
year’s theme was the life of Jesus 
and his challenge to us today. 

Ian Macdonald, diocesan 
youth adviser, said: ‘Yellow 
Braces 2005 was a huge success 
thanks to a great team, tasty 
food, awesome weather, a won- 
derful bunch of young people 
and a vibrant programme of 
activities and worship. Highlights 



included cooling off in the freez- 
ing cold swimming pool, the late 
night worship and as ever, Water 
Balloon Volley Ball!’ 

Alongside the main pro- 
gramme Yvonne Morris of St 
Matthews, Oxford ran a training 
programme for young leaders, 
they spent part of their time 
learning, and part helping run the 
event. 

And in Buckinghamshire, liter- 
ally thousands of children turned 
up for the Lighthouse camps, the 
Christian holiday week organised 
by Christians from local churches 
in the Great Missenden, Prestwood 
and Hazlemere, Burnham and 
Princes Risborough areas. 

The event, for 4-11 year olds, 
began in the 1980s and has 



become a phenomenal success. 

Groups from around the dio- 
cese also went to the New Wine 
conference. This year’s event 
focussed on hope and Jim Grady, 
diocesan database manager, said: 
‘It was a joy to worship side-by- 
side with other Christians, from a 
variety of backgrounds, with a 
common focus, Jesus.’ 

Youth groups were also going 
further afield to worship at the 
Taize community, in France. 

And Andy Tristram, from 
Oxford, was a volunteer on a 
CYFA (Church Youth Fellowship 
Association) Ventures camp for 11- 
18 year olds. He said: ‘The ven- 
ture was a fantastic time for all of 
us to learn more about God and 
build friendships.’ 



A FULL time police chaplain 
has been appointed in the 
Thames Valley to build bridges 
with the Muslim community, 
especially in the wake of the 
terror attacks on the London 
tube. 

The Revd Mark Badger is 
based at Kidlington, alongside 
Thames Valley Police’s head- 
quarters. 

It is the first time the Force 
has had a full time chaplain. 

He is there to provide pas- 
toral care for the police, and to 
act as a ‘facilitator’ for other 
faith communities. 

He said the London terror 
attacks in July had given his 
work a particular focus. 

‘We need to be ready to 
bring in faith groups to 
respond to major incidents, as 



As The DOOR was going to press, 
the news of the tragic death of 
Brother Roger of TaizS, stabbed 
by one of his congregation at 
evening worship, began to 
emerge. Thousands from our dio- 
cese have been to Taize and the 
Bishop of Dorchester, Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, paid tribute to 
Brother Roger's life and ministry. 



happened after the London 
bombings. 

‘I’m here to build bridges, to 
talk to other faith communi- 
ties and the police,’ he said. 

He is establishing a multi- 
faith chaplaincy team, and is 

'We need to be ready 
to bring in faith 
groups to respond to 
major incidents / as 
happened after the 
London bombings' 

looking to recruit up to 50 vol- 
untary police chaplains, who 
will each have a station to 
look after. 

So far he has recruited 



He said: 'Like many hundreds of 
thousands of others I have been 
profoundly shocked by the news 
of Brother Roger’s death. 

'His ministry over the years 
has been quite outstanding and 
when I visited Taiz£ with a group 
from the Diocese in 2001 I was 
struck by his gentleness, his love 
and his determination to bring 



ordained and lay Christians, 
Sikhs, Muslims and a pagan. 

He said: ‘It is very important 
for the wider community to 
have a multi-faith team, so we 
can be involved in dialogue 
between the police and other 
faith communities.’ 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
worked closely with the police 
over Mark’s appointment. 

‘I’m delighted with the 
progress Mark is making in 
this post. His work will bene- 
fit us as a Diocese and the 
police’s relationships with 
churches and other faiths 
through the Thames Valley 
region,’ he said. 

Mark can be contacted on 
01865 846916 or mark.badg- 
er@thamesvalley.pnn.poIice.uk 



people together whatever their 
backgrounds. Not only did he 
speak of peace, he lived it, which 
makes this news of his killing 
even more horrendous. 

'I have sent a message from 
the Diocese to the brothers assur- 
ing them that we will be praying 
for them and for their young 
people in the coming days. 7 



A Tribute to Brother Roger of Taize 




Peter Chalk Taxation Services and Russell Plaice and Partners 
congratulate the new Priests and Deacons of the Oxford Diocese, 
and send their best wishes for your future ministry. 



For full list of Oxford Dioc. On 



For personal, affordable help with your tax returns and to 
ensure you are making the most of your allowances call 
Peter Chalk Taxation on 01476 591333 
www.peterchalkco.co.uk enquiries@peterchalkco.co.uk 



For financial planning, pensions, investments 
and mortgages, please contact 
Russell Plaice and Partners on 01476 560662 
www.rppifa.com enquiries@rppifa.com 
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Finding awe and wonder in a Cathedral ‘classroom’ 

Thousands of children visit Christ Church Cathedral each year, but most of them come from schools outside the Diocese. Jim 
Godfrey explains what the Cathedral offers schools and below, a Sunday School group from Radnage, remember their day. 



A CHORAL Evensong in a 
beautiful and serene setting 
may be how many of us think 
of our Cathedral, but there 
are also many other sides to 
life at Christ Church. 

For example, if you were to 
visit the Cathedral on a morn- 
ing during term-time, you might 
encounter a small group of 
medieval pilgrims making their 
way in silence to the Shrine of St 
Frideswide. If you stayed to 
watch, you could see precious 
gifts being left on the Shrine 
before a candle is lit and prayers 
said. You would not be seeing 



ghosts however, or even be 
under the influence of a particu- 
larly powerful Hogwarts’ spell, 
for these visits to the Shrine are 
part of the work the Cathedral 
does with visiting school groups 
from the Diocese. 

Children, mainly from pri- 
mary schools, are met by 
cathedral guides who tell them 
about the history and give 
them the opportunity to expe- 
rience, through listening to 
plain-song and taking part in 
role-play, what life in a 
medieval church was like. 
There are wonderful costumes 



Missing animals found at 
Christ Church Cathedral! 



FORTY youngsters from St 
Mary’s church in Radnage 
(United Benefice of West 
Wycombe) were excited to 
discover lots of hidden ani- 
mals when they visited the 
cathedral as part of their sum- 
mer workshop. 

The Revd Linda Richard- 
son, who led the workshop, 
said she had been thrilled to 
discover what was on offer. 
‘After an initial meeting with 
the cathedral vergers, I came 
home excited about the many 
possibilities that a visit to the 
cathedral would provide to 
finish off our workshop. I was 
surprised and delighted by 
how much the cathedral staff 
were prepared to help - it was 
truly a memorable day.’. 

The overall focus of the 
workshop was the glory of 
God’s creation. The first two 
days at the church in Radnage 



had focussed on stories in the 
Bible that mentioned animals. 

Our visit to the cathedral cen- 
tred on the Latin chapel and 
John Collier told the children 
the story of St Frideswide. 
Afterwards, the children worked 
hard to complete a worksheet of 
what animals could be found in 
the St Frideswide stained glass 
window and in the other win- 
dows and of the floor of the 
Latin chapel. An interesting tour 
of the cathedral was followed by 
a picnic lunch under the St 
Mary’s banner in Christchurch 
meadows. 

The day ended with wor- 
ship back in the cathedral. 

‘Thanks to God for all those 
who gave their time and ener- 
gy to make this a safe and 
enjoyable few days where our 
young people could learn more 
about Jesus and draw nearer 
to him,’ said Linda. 



to wear, designed and made by 
the Cathedral’s Embroidery 
Centre, and there is even a 
chance to try on a child-sized 
Bishop’s mitre! 

Although it is obviously 
great fun for children to be 
out of school on a visit, the 
atmosphere in the Cathedral 
also enables them to experi- 
ence a sense of awe and won- 
der which is often difficult to 
achieve in a classroom set- 
ting. As one ten year old 
wrote after her visit; ‘It’s hard 
to explain how wonderful I 
thought the Cathedral was.’ 



If you would like to know more 
about arranging a visit 
to Christ Church, and you 
would like to request a Teacher 
Pack, please contact Jim 
Godfrey, on 01865 27615. Or 
write to The Visitors’ Officer, 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford 0X1 1DP or email 
jim.godfrey@chch.ox.ac.uk. 

DON’T FORGET: Christ 
Church Cathedral is having an 
open day on 10 September with 
recitals, Harry Potter and Alice in 
Wonderland tours and more. See 
www.oxford.anglican.org for 
more details. 
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Synod votes for women bishops 



THE Church of England's gen- 
eral synod has voted to remove 
the legal obstacles that prevent 
women from becoming bishops. 

The Archdeacon of 
Berkshire, the Venerable 
Norman Russell, said he was a 
supporter of the ordination of 
women to the episcopate, but 
he also wanted to make it eas- 
ier for those who had found it 
difficult to accept women's 
ordination. And John Hanks 
from Oxford told synod the 
decision would make it difficult 
for him and 'thousands of oth- 
ers to remain loyal to the 
Church of our birth'. He could 



only remain if the decision was 
accompanied by appropriate 
safeguards, he said. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, said the 
church should explore every way 
of remaining as comprehensive 
as possible. He said he was a 
strong supporter of women 
priests but had been troubled 
about the effects the ordination 
of women would have on those 
who could not agree. 

The process to allow women 
to become bishops is expected 
to take a full five years - the 
term of the new general synod, 
which will meet in November. 



Neglected Victorian cemetery to 
become source of local history 



A project to transform the neg- 
lected, overgrown Victorian 
churchyard of St Mary & John 
Church, Cowley Road, East 
Oxford, has received a major 
grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF). The churchyard 
was designated a Jubilee Wildlife 



Space in 2003 and volunteers 
have been working hard to devel- 
op it as an attractive urban 
green space. The £49,000 grant 
will enable the development of 
an educational trail through the 
churchyard that also highlights 
the links with local history. 



Fresh expressions of church 



With its first five pilot min- 
istries off the ground, the 
Cutting Edge Ministries 
Steering Group would like to 
support at least one further 
initiative. If you have a 
proposal for a new expression 
of church that will meet the 
criteria for our pilots please 
contact Revd Angie Paterson, 
Project Director of Cutting 
Edge Ministries. 

Expressions of intent need to 
be put forward by Friday 23rd 



September 2005 with full pro- 
posals ready for consideration 
by the Steering Group by 
Friday 7th October. 

For further details of what 
the Cutting Edge team is able 
to offer and what will be 
required in a proposal or to 
simply talk an idea through 
please contact Angie Paterson. 
Angie is also looking to set up 
a network for people to share 
ideas. Contact her on 
angie@patersonlink.info 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 

H t to return to your natural 

appearance 

* Economy dentures for senior citizens 

* Delicate chrome plates 

► Comfortable soft linings 

* Evening appointments 

► For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

* Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 





• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Shake-up in 
training for the 
ministry 

This autumn sees the beginning of a new term for students of all ages: 
children, undergraduates, people going into post-graduate study and, of 
course, ordinands and licensed lay ministers getting stuck into their new 
year of ministry training. Keith Lamdin, director of Stewardship, Training, 
Evangelism and Ministry in the diocese of Oxford, looks at some of the 
changes ahead for theological education. 



Changes in Selection 
Category 

From this Autumn people 
testing their vocation with 
Vocations Advisers and 
DDOs with the Bishop and 
with a National Selection 
Conference are facing some 
changes. Until now the selec- 
tion categories have all been 
in a number of areas: voca- 
tion, ministry within the 
Church of England , spiritual- 
ity, personality and character, 
relationships, leadership and 
collaboration. To these six 
areas another has been added, 




Mission and Evangelism. All 
candidates for testing, their 
vocation will need to per- 
suade their selectors that they 
can ‘demonstrate a passion 
for mission that is reflected in 
thought and action’. 

Stipendiary or Non- 
Stipendiary? 

The House of Bishops have 
agreed that these ways of 
understanding ministry voca- 
tion should come to an end. 
In the old days, most clergy 
were in their late 20s and 30s 
when they were ordained. 
Part-time and volunteer 
ordained ministry has been 
introduced over the years 
with a number of changes in 
our understanding of priestly 
ministry. The average age 
now of those being ordained 
as a deacon is late 40s. 
Before, if you wished to 
change from being a volun- 
teer (non-stipendiary) to 
stipendiary you had to get 
permission of the National 
Church. Now whether you 
are full-time or part-time 
paid or volunteer will be 
resolved in the Diocese with 
your Bishop according to 
your gifting, availability, per- 
sonal circumstances and the 
availability of posts. 



0MC at Ripon College 

The separation of St Albans 
Diocese from the Oxford 
Diocese with St Albans going 
to join the Eastern Region has 
meant that the St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry course has 
had to separate out into two 
parts: one part going east to 
the" East Anglia Ministerial 
Training Course, and the 
Oxford part set to merge with 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 

The course is reverting to its 
original name of the Oxford 
Ministry Course and will con- 
tinue to run its present course 
in very much the same way, 
physically located at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon for its 
weekly teaching and its week- 
ends and organisationally 
woven into Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon so that there can 
be some sharing of teachers. 
There may also be some finan- 
cial savings through the merg- 
er of administrative systems 
and better use of the Ripon 
College facilities. All this has 
been done in consultation 
with the other colleges in 
Oxford, so that in the spirit of 
HIND report into theological 
education, we can release the 
teaching resource from St 
Stephen’s House and 
Wycliffe Hall as well. 



Celebrating 

EXPECT to find angels all over 
the place for three weeks 
around Michaelmastide at St 
Giles and St Margaret’s church- 
es in Oxford as they and the 
local community join in an 
imaginative and wide-ranging 
‘Celebration of Angels’. 

The focal point is an art exhi- 
bition at St Giles, running from 
17 September - 6 October, that 
features distinguished contem- 
porary artists such as Roger 
Wagner, Jane Dowling and 
Mark Cazalet, with some of 
their sculptures, paintings and 
prints on the subject of angels. 
Also on display is a wood carv- 
ing by Cornish artist Guy 
Sutcliffe called ‘The Binsey 
Girl’, made out of a branch of 
yew that he found in Binsey 
churchyard. 

One of the featured artists, 
painter and sculptor Nicholas 



angels 

Mynheer, has said that in sacred 
art people must be able to see 
themselves. And a theme that 
pervades this whole celebration 
is the accessibility of angels. 
Events include a talk by novelist 
Salley Vickers, author of Miss 
Garnet’s Angel, a children’s art 
workshop, and several poetry 
evenings. Add to this a choral 
concert of angelic music at St 
Margaret’s and celebratory 
services in both churches, and 
there will be much to delight, 
amuse and inspire. At the end of 
it all, very many people will 
want to echo the words of local 
poet Gina Wilson: ‘See what 
we’ve made between us - we’ve 
made angels’. 

Full details of all the events 
can be found on St Giles' website 
st-gi les-church.org, or by con- 
tacting St Giles church office on 
Oxford 311198. 



Synod elections 

ELECTIONS to general 
synod, the Church of 
England’s ruling body, are 
being held this summer and 
for the period from 11 July 
to 30 September no article 
should be published or put in 
circulation at diocesan or 
deanery level in which a can- 
didate for election refers to 
his own candidature or 
makes any comment on any 
issue that might influence 
voters, as it could prejudice 
the election. 

In practice, this means that 
no article or letter or other 
communication, including 
email, deriving from or 
attributable to a candidate, 
should be allowed to appear 
in any official organ of the 
Diocese or deanery. 

Richard Thomas , Diocesan 
Communications Director 




Ministry course ‘graduates’ reunited 



AROUND 175 current and 
former students, staff and 
friends gathered for the third 
biannual reunion of the St 
Albans and Oxford ministry 
course (SAOMC). 

The day began with a 
Eucharist followed by a long 
lunch break to allow people to 
catch up with old friends. 
Broadcaster Pam Rhodes (pic- 



tured below left) gave an enter- 
taining talk about her BBC 
work. The hot, sunny weather 
helped to make this such a 
happy occasion, though it 
was tinged with sadness at 
the disbanding of SAOMC, 
which offers part-time min- 
istry training for students. 
(For more on the changes, see 
story, left) From August next 



year, ordinands and other 
students from the St Albans 
diocese will join the eastern 
region for training and stu- 
dents from the Oxford dio- 
cese will join with Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 

However the strong friend- 
ships and fellowships forged 
by the 11 years of the course 
are certain to continue! 




Riddle of the Month 

Three men walk into a hotel and asks for a room. The manager 
informs them that there is a room available at £30.They agree and 
each pay £ 1 0. 

Later, the manager realises that the room is only £25 and sends the 
porter to the room with £5. Not knowing how to split the £5 
between 3 people, the porter gives each of the men £ I and keeps 
£2. Now the men only paid £9 each for their room, but 9x3 is £27? 
Plus the £2 the porter has, that makes £29. Where is the other £ I ? 

Send us your answers and stand a chance to win a Worship Box 
Set! 

Answers to ads@churchnewspaper.com 
or on a postcard to Riddles, The Door, 

% 20-26 Brunswick Place, London, N I 6DZ. 



THANKSGIVING -A 
FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS 

September 16-18 
Chalfont St Giles Parish 
Church, Buckinghamshire 

September 16-17 10am-6pm, 
September 18 11.30am-6pm 

Over 30 spectacular displays 

September 17 at 7.30pm 
‘A romantic concert amidst the flowers’ 

All are welcome 




Give your 
a New Lease of Life! 



We offer specialist repair or full restoration to ai 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, denis, bums removed • Pet damage repaired 

• Cuts & rips repaired • S^ueHtral repairs 

• Stslsces refcnished or recorcfeioned 

• Cushions rented 



YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much morel 



For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 



St Luke’s is an independent, acute surgical 
hospital providing free consultation and 
treatment for Anglican clergy, their families and 
many others. 200 honorary consultants give 
their time for free but the hospital still costs 
£4,500 per day to run and we rely entirely on 
donations. 

With your help we can give life-saving 
treatment, carry out 1000 operations per year 
and provide specialist care in an atmosphere of 
peace and reflection. 

For 100 years St Luke s has provided care for 
those who care for others. Now it’s in need of 
some care of its own. 

Please send your donations to: Chief Executive, St Luke s Hospital 
for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH Tel 020 7388 4954 
fax 020 7383 4812 email stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Commemorating the end of the war 



across the diocese 
celebrated the 6oth anniversary 
of the end of the Second World 
War with special services and 
befl-ringing. 

A major service at Christ 
Church Cathedral featured 
hundreds of war veterans (pic- 
tured above), who paraded 
through Tom Quad. 

Bellringers also turned out in 
their droves to mark die anniver- 
sary. At the end of the war 



church bells rang out all over the 
country and, although the ban 
on bell ringing had been lifted in 
1943, they weren’t rung again 
with gusto until 1945. Some of 
those present at the original end 
of war celebrations turned out 
to ring again - such as Bill 
Mitchell at Uffington. 

Neville Parkin, on holiday 
from Hexham, was dug out of 
a camp site to make six for 
ringing at Aston Rowant. At 



Tilehurst the band rang a date 
touch of 1945 changes of 
Grandsire Triples and at 
Wantage call changes were 
rung for 25 minutes, in particu- 
lar the call change Bow Bells as 
this was considered to be an 
appropriate reminder of the 
sound of Bow Bells in BBC 
broadcasts 60 years ago. 

The ringing was also dedicat- 
ed to those who lost their lives in 
the July 7 bombings in London. 
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Flower 

Festival 

24th, 25th 
September 
St Mary's Church 
Garsington 

Also Manor Gardens 
open on 25th 
under the National 
Garden Scheme 
from 2-5pm / Teas 



CONNECT 

TIIIO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or 
unattached Christian 
seeking friends, 
companion or future 
partner? 

Connect Two can 
help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

Email: 

connecttwo2000@ 

hotmail.com 



“Roots of Faith” study tour to Israel 
14 - 27 November 2005 

led by Rev’d Ann Douglas: 

All excursions, entrance fees, a guide, and a good standard of 
accommodation included in the price. 

Following in the steps of the patriarchs and visiting many places 
not on the usual tourist trail, as well as the significant places in 
Jerusalem and Galilee. 

Not just a holiday, but also a journey of faith with special sessions 
of teaching and quiet times for reflection 

For a brochure please call Ann Douglas 01189 692316 or 
Helen Chilton 01727 810817 



Dialogue and Difference 
Three Key Issues 

The Oxford Diocesan Committee for Interfaith Concerns 
and Ripon College Cuddesdon 
present an important series of inter-faith seminars 
at Ripon College Cuddesdon 

Wednesday, October 5th 

Paganism and Alternative Spirituality 

Speakers: Kate West and Professor John Drane 

Wednesday, November 9th 

Racial Justice and Inter-faith Dialogue 

Speakers: Dr Hugh Boulter and Selina Ullah 

Wednesday, December 7th 

Christian-Muslim Dialogue 

Speakers: Dr Ataullah Siddiqui and Dr Anthony O’Mahoney 
All at Ripon College Cuddesdon 

The seminars begin at 7.45 p.m. and aim to finish by 9.30 p.m. 
Seminar Admission is by voluntary contribution. 

Supper (Price £5.00) can be provided at 6.45 p.m. if booked in advance 
by telephone (01865 874404) or email (admin@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk) 
There will be a College Eucharist at 5.30 p.m. 

The proceedings of the seminars will be available to all those attending. 

Full details 

www.oxford.anglican.org 



Desperate to go-kart! 



SOME members of St. 
Andrews Church Youth Club, 
High Wycombe are desperate; 
and you may be able to help! 
Following a ‘hands-on’ proj- 
ect over the winter months to 
build a go-kart, the team is 
now looking for somewhere 
to run their creation. 

The project came about 
after several members of the 
youth club voted to make a 
go-kart. 

Funding was made avail- 
able from The Council for 
Social Aid and a adult volun- 
teer identified. God moves in 
a mysterious way and it just 
so happened that someone 
attending a funeral at the 
church saw the go-kart poster 
on the youth club notice 
board and was also keen to 
assist the young people. ‘We 
couldn’t have recruited bet- 
ter!’ said Paul Harvey, project 



Leader. ‘Alec Brooks is a 
designer and builder of go- 
karts, and has raced many 
times on the Isle of Man, even 
alongside Nigel Mansell years 
ago; we are so grateful for his 
expertise.* 

A carefully prepared train- 
ing course has taken the 
young team through all the 
basics and has culminated in a 
written assessment and 
Certificate of Achievement. 

‘Before we let the team 
loose in the kart they have yet 
to pass a driving test’, said 
Paul. ‘Everyone has been 
committed to this project 
100% and deserves the thrill 
of driving the machine they 
have created. All we need is a 
large hard area!* 

If you can help please call 
David Montgomery, the 
Church Youth Worker on 
07723026559. 



Golden anniversary for church 

THE Bishop of Oxford, Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, blessed 
two kneelers made to cele- 
brate the 50th anniversary of 
the consecration of St Michael 
and All Angels Church, 
Beaconsfield. The kneelers 
had been made by Joy Green 
and Margaret Ogborn to 
mark the event. Many former 
members of the congregation 
attended, including Father 
Richard Woodward, the pre- 
vious vicar who served there 
for 25 years. 




Historic bike ride sets off 



BERKSHIRE, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire’s historic 
churches trusts will be taking 
part in the annual sponsored 
bike ride on 10 September; to 
raise money for ancient church- 
es and chapels. 

This year you can include a 
ferry in your route - Ba block 
Hythe Ferry will be operating 
at Eaton, Oxon (contact the 
ferryman 01 865-880028, 
please, with the time you hope 
to cross). The Ferryman Inn 



operates the Ferry as a free serv- 
ice, but the boatman will appre- 
ciate a donation. If you are vis- 
iting Christ Church Cathedral, 
you can use Radio StRide, 
which gives cylists the opportu- 
nity to speak to each other 
Contact Harry Hogg who is 
manning the station for more 
details on 07741 054304 or har- 
ryhogg@waitrose.com. 

Sponsorship forms for the 
cycle ride are available in 
churches and chapels. 



75th anniversary 

The Bishop of Oxford will open 
an art exhibition at St Francis 
of Assisi church, Terriers, High 
Wycomb£ this month as part of 
the church's anniversary cele- 
brations. 

The exhibition will last for 
one month and features work by 
local artists including Elizabeth 
Lampson and Lorna Cassidy. 
Bishop Richard will open the 
exhibition on 12 September. 
Other events include a line 
dance and barbecue on 10 
September. Further details of 
all events from 01494 462911. 



Interfaith lectures 

The Oxford Diocesan 
Committee for Interfaith con- 
cerns and Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, are presenting an 
important series of interfaith 
seminars this autumn. The 
first, on Paganism and 
Alternative Spirituality, fea- 
tures Kate West and Professor 
John Drane on Wednesday 
October 5. Seminars begin at 
7.45pm. Bookings not required 
unless you want supper (£5) at 
6.45pm. Call 01865 874404. 



Walk with a child 

Are you a parent wanting 
your child to grow in faith? 
Or a worship leader doing all 
age worship? Or simply 
wanting to know how to cater 
for children in your church? 
Then come along to an excit- 
ing day at Marlborough 
School in Woodstock to learn 
how to 'walk with a child'. 

The day will focus on chil- 
dren in the church; children 
in worship and opportunities 
for church and school links. 
There will be seminars and 
workshops for adults and 
children so why not come as 
a family or a church grup and 
have a fun day learning 
together. 

The event will take place 
on Saturday 11 March 2006 
from 9.30am to 4pm. For 
more details contact Jenny 
Hyson on 01865 208225 
jenny. hyson@oxford. angli- 
can.org. 



Eco-column 

While many felt the G8 summit in July did not 
go far enough in taking measures to combat cli- 
mate change, it did go further than any previous 
G8 statement. The summit concluded: ‘We will 
act with resolve and urgency now to meet our 
shared and multiple objectives of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, improving the global 
environment, enhancing energy security and 
cutting air pollution in conjunction with our 
vigorous efforts to reduce poverty.’ 

The background to this has been threefold: 
the steady build up of scientific evidence that 
climate change is a very real threat to our 
planet; the social and economic evidence that 
the poorest in our world will suffer dispropor- 



tionately from it; and the political pressure in 
all of the G8 countries. 

Christians have not been absent from this 
cause. For the Election, the Bishop of London 
chose environment as his theme on the BBC. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has issued 
strong statements and warned against viewing 
technological advances as a ‘messianic resource’ 
that would solve our difficulties. Last year, the 
US National Association of Evangelicals made a 
covenant to care for creation. When they met 
again in February, Congress sent delegates to 
investigate. While other Christian groupings 
were already making similar statements, the 
NAE represents Mr Bush’s core supporters. 

We may feel like spectators and over- 
whelmed by this problem, but our Gospel 
gives us hope for the future as well as the 
responsibility to play our own part in caring 
for God’s earth. Margot Hodson is Chaplain of 
Jesus College, Oxford and a member of Sage, 
Oxford's Christian Environmental Group. 
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God in the Life of. . . 



How reading the 
Bible changed my life 

A furious row developed this summer after a hospital suggested it might remove Bibles from patients 7 
bedsides because of fears they could pose a health risk. Dennis Niziol, Senior Minister at the Elim 
'Lighthouse 7 church in Bicester, recalls how reading the Bible changed his life and urges hospital 
authorities to ensure all patients have access to its transforming truth, photo Frank Blackwell 



‘ ARMED with high hopes, and 
motivated by the need for 
change and stability, I enlisted 
in the United States Air Force 
at the age of 19. My decision 
to volunteer for duty in the 
UK was an easy one; it was 
that or war- torn Vietnam! A 
decision that was reinforced 
by my recruiter’s reassurance 
that I would, of course, be 
able to continue my ambitious 
career as a radio announcer 
within the USAF (I had previ- 
ously been working with two 
local radio stations in Ohio). 
Predictably, the only radio I 
came into contact with was 
my Walkie Talkie, part of my 
equipment in the unlikely post 
of Security Policeman! 

Those first six months in 
the UK were the hardest I had 
and have ever known. I was 
heart-broken and had been 
lied to, the two things I 
thought I was escaping from. 
The stability I sought had been 
swept from under my feet, 
alongside any hopes, aspira- 
tions and dreams. Ironically 
my decision to avoid danger in 
Vietnam brought me to the 
middle of violent race riots in 
the UK and to a near fatal col- 
lision with a base fire truck. 
The sense of despair was tan- 
gible as I stood night after 
night at my post; life had no 
meaning, and no purpose. 



Every decision I had made to 
try to pull myself out of the pit 
had only pushed me deeper 
into it. I was lost. 

One night, in the midst of 
my despair, I clung to a bottle 
of liquor in one hand and the 
Bible in the other. I thumbed 
through pages describing the 
coming return of Christ and, 
while it didn’t all make sense, 

'One night, in the 
midst of my 
despair, I clung to a 
bottle of liquor in 
one hand and the 
Bible in the other 7 



it left me with hope that a 
new day was coming. Not 
long after that, another 
Security Policeman came to 
my post and introduced me to 
Christ. He told me that God 
loved me more than any one 
else ever could. The love, sta- 
bility and hope that I needed 
were to be found in the pages 
of that book. 

That was over 30 years ago 
and today I still thank God 
for his book, the ‘Living 
Word’ that has reached into 
so many hearts, similar to 
mine, over thousands of 



years. It has shaped history in 
many indiscernible ways. An 
African chief once asked 
Queen Victoria ‘what is it that 
made Britain great?’ the reply 
came with a nod towards the 
Bible in her hand; ‘this is what 
made our country great!’ 
Similarly, on his momentous 
journey to Africa, Stanley 
Livingstone attempted to 
lighten his load by throwing 
away all his books except for 
one: his Bible. He is said to 
have read it three times, from 
cover to cover, on his histori- 
cal journey. To quote Dr. A.T. 
Pierson: ‘The Bible is the 
greatest traveller in the world. 
It penetrates to every country, 
civilized and uncivilized. It is 
seen in the royal palace and in 
the humble cottage. It is the 
friend of Emperors and beg- 
gars. It is read by the light of 
the dim candle amid Arctic 
snows. It is read under the 
glare of the equatorial sun. It 
is read in the city and country, 
amid the crowds and in soli- 
tude. Wherever its message is 
received, it frees the mind 
from bondage and fills the 
heart with gladness.’ (1200 
Notes , Quotes and Anecdotes 
A. Naismith) 

How many despairing souls 
have found hope in hotel 
rooms and hospital beds, 
because of the presence of 



New guide to protecting children 



bv Stephen Barber 
CHURCH House has pro- 
duced a new guide on child 
protection, which is being 
sent out to all parishes. 

The new booklet is designed 
to be used alongside new poli- 
cy from the House of Bishops. 
It contains model policies and 
forms, procedures, guidance 
and advice for the majority of 
situations which may arise in 
churches. For example, it 
includes material on taking 
groups of young people out, 
and of taking their photo- 
graphs. It also explains how to 
deal with suspicions or allega- 
tions of abuse. The church does 
not itself investigate allegations 
but reports them to the statuto- 
ry authorities - Social Services 
or Police. But there are many 
matters to be considered before 
taking such action. 

Along with the main docu- 
ment we have prepared a Child 



Protection Guide for Church 
Workers with Children and 
Young People. This is a leaflet 
which we hope will be copied 
and given to all those many 
people who work in our 
churches with children and 
young people. The great major- 
ity of them are volunteers: we 
think we owe it to them to give 
them a professional standard 
of advice and support. 

There is also an annex, with 
guidance on the Criminal 
Records Bureau (CRB) 
Disclosure application process, 
which is expected for everyone 
in the church, as in other organ- 
izations, for those working with 
children and young people. This 
includes all clergy, and all rele- 
vant paid staff and volunteers. 
We have issued this material as 
an annex because the CRB fre- 
quently changes the detail of its 
procedures, and we therefore 
have to change our guidance. 



We shall revise and reissue 
material as necessary. 

We have made a point of 
putting all this material on the 
website www.oxford.angli- 
can.org. Some people may pre- 
fer to download model forms 
and customize them locally 
rather than photocopy the 
booklet. We can also keep the 
material up to date. 

The handbook is issued by 
the Child Protection Steering 
Group, based in Church 
House. I would be keen to hear 
from colleagues in parishes 
who would be interested in 
joining an advisory group, 
where we could consider train- 
ing needs, practical problems in 
parishes, and contribute to risk 
assessment in the small number 
of cases where this arises. 

Stephen Barber is diocesan child 
protection officer and can be con- 
tacted on 01865 208290 email: 
stephen.barber@oxford.anglican.org 



God’s word in the bedside 
cabinet? Through the cen- 
turies, how many have 
reached for the hope that is so 
available to us now? Millions? 
Only God knows. 

The Bible says ‘I will restore 
to you the years that the locust 
hath eaten’ (Joel 2:25). This has 
been true in my own life. The 
decimated ambitions of my 
early years were later restored 
when Hedley Feast invited me 
as guest newsreader on his 
‘Sunday Morning Breakfast’ 
programme on Radio Oxford. 
Therein lies the power of the 
Bible, in its unfailing truth. May 
it continue to be available to all 
who need hope in their time of 
trial.’ 




THE CLERGY MORTGAGE SPECIALISTS 

Hinton & Wild, part of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group 



A mortgage that’s 









prop 
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Whether you're buying a new home, a retirement home 
or just want a new mortgage, come to the specialists. 



Home in on the mortgage designed especially for the clergy and you'll find it fits all your 
needs perfectly. If you're living in tied accommodation or you simply want a new, more 
competitive mortgage, the Property Plus Loan from Hinton & Wild is a tailored solution 
where all your needs are considered. And as part of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, you 
can be assured of the same excellent service. 

For more information please call 

0800 32 884 32 

Hinton & Wild (Home Plans) Ltd. Reg. No. 2046087. 

A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group of companies and the Financial Ombudsman Service. 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. , 

Registered Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 IJZ.Tel: 01452 528 533 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
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All Aboard the Cathedrals Express 




By Graham Gendall 
Norton 



Would you like to 
visit one of our great 
cathedrals, travelling 
in the period comfort 
of a wood-panelled 
First-Class carriage of 



Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
conditioned privately 
owned villa. Sleeps 8/1 0, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, steep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pool. 

A SGames Ban. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3AN. 
Td: 01992 550616 



just pre- or post-war 
vintage, enjoying a 
complimentary glass 
of champagne and a 
fine breakfast and 
dinner, in a steam 
drawn special train? * 
Two lucky readers 
will be able to. 



HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

April 18-26, 2006 
£980 

3-Day Extension to Jordan 
£335 

Brochure from 
Rev. Richard Thomas 

01243 430613 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCH ET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half Price for Senior Citizens 
Tel: 01984 631781 
www.helwellbay.co.uk 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



absolutely free, if they 
win our competition 
below. 

There is some- 
thing about a steam 
locomotive which 
connects, curiously, 
with a cathedral. 
Both in their outward 
aspect evolved over 
time, the engine, say, 
150 years, the great 
cathedrals, a millenni- 
um. Then there is the 
ritual of steam, the 
careful preparation 
needed, the elements, 
coal and water; of the 
transformation from 
massive silence to a 
joy and awe that no 
other form of trans- 
portation can evoke. 
And the loving care 
and devotion of those 
that serve it, once so 
noticeable on the 
entire network of the 
railways in Britain, 
and now so evident in 
those who have res- 
cued and run the sur- 
viving giants from the 
age of steam. 

That feeling, 
something precious to 
preserve, pervades 
our cathedrals, too, 
their clergy, their 
choirs, all who work 
for them, so many of 
them voluntarily. 

Six years ago 
came the idea of The 
Cathedrals Express. 
Steam enthusiasts, 
and those who liked 
to recapture the 
romance of the steam 
age on the trips run 
using period rolling 
stock drawn by vin- 
tage steam locomo- 
tives were also often 
drawn to visit our 
great churches and 
cathedrals. It is possi- 
ble to charter a train 
and use the railway 
network in Britain. 
Or to provide the 
train yourself, as 
Orient Express does. 

Cathedrals 
Express (run by the 
company, Steam 
Dreams Ltd) does just 

FACT BOX 



that to an extensive 
list of our great cathe- 
dral cities. The fur- 
thest from London 
goes to York, 
Durham and 

Newcastle. It is not 
always necessary to 
board the train at a 
London main-line ter- 
minus — for exam- 
ple, for the trip to 
Worcester (this year it 
was on May 21) this 
would have been pos- 
sible at Oxford. 
There are usually, if 
these stations are on 
the line for the ulti- 
mate destination, 
intermediate stops 
too in the Thames 
Valley: Reading, 

Maidenhead, 
Richmond 
(Canterbury on 
October 9 and carols 
on December 15 for 
instance) or Staines. 

That December 
15 date is something, 
well, special: one of 
the Christmas Carol 
Specials. There are 
seven of these, begin- 
ning with Stratford- 
on-Avon on Saturday 
December 10. Yes, 
exceptionally, not a 
cathedral, and neither 
is Sherborne Abbey 
10 days after, but 
both are distinguished 
and beautiful — and 
Shakespeare is buried 
in the chancel at 
Stratford. The other 
destinations for carols 
are the cathedrals of 
Salisbury, Chichester, 
Winchester and Ely. 
Steam Dreams regard 
these trips as the 
highlight of their 
year: they make 

arrangements for 
entry to the respective 
afternoon carol serv- 
ices, and there are 
seasonal “extras” on 
the train to give th^it 
festive spirit. 

We enjoyed a 
journey to York on 
July 30, in spite of a 
re-routing around 
London due to terror 



bombings which 
delayed our depar- 
ture. Yes, the cham- 
pagne arrived 

(Mumm demi-sec) as 
we sat down, and a 
full traditional 

English cooked 
breakfast with quality 
to its components 
soon followed: the 
vegetarian option 
was, appropriately, 
reminiscent of the 
Raj, a vegetable 
kedgeree with extras. 
Croissants, freshly 
baked on board, and 
muffins followed. 
There was a great 
atmosphere of people 
gently enjoying them- 
selves. We were in the 
most expensive 
Premier Dining Class, 
(as our two prize win- 
ners will be) but there 
are cheaper options. 
You can bring your 
own picnic, or order a 
classic wicker-work 
hamper in advance. 
There is also a buffet 
car and a trolley serv- 
ice. 

To York the train 
was pulled, excep- 
tionally, by a period 
diesel, but the steam 
buffs were not to be 
denied, and most of 
them opted to stay on 
the train, which then, 
attached to a steam 
engine, went on to 
Scarborough. 

For us, though, it 
was York and its 
Minster, which my 
companion had never 
seen before. She mar- 
velled at the soaring 
crossing, the Chapter 
House, and how the 
eye was captured by 
the gothic ribs on the 
clean stone s to look 



ever upwards. Then, 
in this huge church, 
the biggest medieval 
cathedral in northern 
Europe it is said, is 
also the biggest array 
of coloured glass of 
that era in the coun- 
try: though 

Cromwell’s troops 
occupied the city, the 
terms of its surrender 
forbade looting or 
damage. 

For us, it was 
York in the rain, but 
somehow ancient nar- 
row streets like The 
Shambles and 

Goodramgate with 
their overhanging 
“jettied” buildings 
helped to ward much 
of it off. We dodged 
down “snickleways”, 
little alleys, to Holy 
Trinity, a little gem of 
a mainly 14th and 
15th century church. 
It too has ancient 
glass, of 1470, and 
high box pews. And, 
if we had had more 
time, and were steam 
dreamers, then the 
rain would have been 
no problem: close to 
the station is the great 
National Railway 
Museum, where even 
if you are not an iron 
road fanatic, a fasci- 
nated few hours can 
be spent; particularly 
for me, on a past visit, 
viewing Queen 

Victoria’s and other 
royal trains. 

Back in the com- 
fort of The Cathedral 
Express, we 

exchanged experi- 
ences with our neigh- 
bours across the aisle, 
and then tucked in to 
our excellently pre- 
pared and served din- 



ner. Again, there were 
options for the vege- 
tarians, but we chose 
the pan-fried sea bass, 
which was just right 
in texture. A generous 
portion sat on piled 
up roasted artichokes 
a few new potatoes 
and black olives. 
There was creamed 
spinach, and basil 



pesto too. There had 
been a choice of first 
course, and to finish, 
there was either good 
cheeses with grapes 
and celery or panna- 
cotta with summer 
fruits and berries. A 
short wine list 
allowed a choice of 
Old or New World 
wines. 



Email: ukwh@bargediTect.com 



Tel: 02380 265683 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89,95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP 



CM 



INSURANCE 



FTWR 

m s ii puti 



2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

.g gorcc We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulate^ & Licenced by the F.&A. 

Call For Details 

1 0116 272 0500 S3 



The Cathedrals Express (web-site: 
www.steamdreams.co.uk. on which trips 
can be booked online) runs its trips from 
the end of March each year. There are also 
a few trips to include England’s South Coast 
resorts. Telephone: 01483 209888, or write 
to PO Box 169, Albury, Guildford, Surrey, 
GU5 9YS. 

York Tourism: (web-site: 

www.visityork.org). Telephone 01904 
621756 for free guide, or e-mail tic@york- 
tourism.co.uk Consider buying the York 
Pass: see www.yorkpass.com 




COMPETITION 

Two tickets in Premier Dining Class are 
offered to “the Door” reader who wins our 
competition, courtesy of The Cathedrals 
Express. To enter, answer the following 
question: 

Name the five cathedrals which are des- 
tinations for Christmas Carol Specials. 

Send your answer by post card to the 
“the Door” 20-26 Brunswick Place, 
London, N1 6DZ, or by e-mail to competi- 
tion@churchnewspaper.com before 

September 26. We at “the Door” will then 
draw for the first successful answer. We will 
inform both Cathedrals Express and the 
winner, who will be contacted by Cathedrals 
Express, with the dates of all remaining 
journeys this year, including the Carol 
Specials, the winner to choose the journey, 
subject to availability. 
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Ordinations 



Diocese welcomes 
in its new deacons 

Organic farmer, professional singer, earth observation scientist; our 
new deacons bring a diverse range of skills and experience to our 
diocese. They were ordained by Bishop Richard at Christ Church 
Cathedral in June and are now serving in our parishes. Below, put 
names to faces and read a little about them all. They would all 
appreciate your prayers as they begin their ministry in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. 



Emma Antoine 

Parish: St Peter & St Anne, 
High Wycombe 

Emma enjoys people, food, 
walking, socialising and soli- 
tude, a wide range of music, 
goldfish and any types of arts 
and crafts activity involving 
power tools...! She says: ‘I’m 
excited about coming to serve 
within the Wycombe Benefice 
and the privilege of getting to 
know people’. 

David Archer 

Parish: Christ Church, 
Abingdon 

‘A career in environmental 
physics working as an earth 
observation scientist and 
using satellite technologies to 
monitor environmental and 
humanitarian concerns 
appears now as a distant 



memory’ says David. Instead, 
he is looking forward to 
moving to Abingdon with his 
wife Amy and their three 
children, to join the staff 
team at Christ Church. 

Jonathan Arnold 

Parish: St Mary, Chalgrove 
Jonathan gained his degree in 
Theology at St Peter’s College, 
Oxford and trained for the 
ministry at Ripon College 
Cuddesdon. Ex-‘Vicar 
Choral’ at St Paul’s Cathedral 
in London, as part of his pro- 
fessional singing career, he is 
now a freelance singer with 
the Classical Brit Award win- 
ning ‘Sixteen’ and other 
ensembles. He lives in 
Stadhampton and enjoys fell- 
walking and cricket. 



Charlotte Bannister-Parker 

Parish: University Church of 
Oxford St Mary the Virgin 
Charlotte was raised in London, 
educated at Durham and then 
spent a decade in India and Nepal 
as a charity worker She co-found- 
ed the charity Learning for Life, 
which supports schools in South 
Asia. ‘I feel passionate about inter- 
faith issues’ says Charlotte. After 
she and her husband Bill mar- 
ried, Charlotte trained as a pas- 
toral care worker Charlotte and 
Bill live in Summertown with their 
four boys. 

David Chattell 

Parish: Bucklebury 
David is married to Ruth and 
they have three children: 
Timothy (6), William (4) and 
Jonathan (2 months). Both 
David and Ruth were teachers 
and lived in Cheltenham 
before moving to Oxford, 
where David trained at 
Wycliffe Hall. Ruth has a 
diploma in Biblical Studies. 

Ryan Green 

Parish: Cookham 
Ryan is excited about return- 
ing to the Oxford Diocese and 
the opportunity of working in 
Cookham. He studied at St 
Stephen’s House and he now 
feels ‘ready to be unleashed on 
an unsuspecting world!’ He 
has a brother studying at 
Wycliffe and is looking for- 
ward for a time when catholics 
and evangelicals unite. He 
adds: ‘please pray for me’. 

Jonathan Herapath 

Parish: St Mary & St John, 
Oxford 

Jonathan worked in the City 
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before coming to Oxford to 
study and subsequently to 
teach. ‘I am greatly looking 
forward to experiencing parish 
ministry in Cowley St John’, 
he says. He is married to Helen 
and they are guardians to 
Marsejl who is from Albania 
and studying in Oxford. 

Miri Keen 

Parish: Cogges & South Leigh 
Miri had been a primary 
school teacher, but joined 
Wycliffe Hall in 2003 in order 
to prepare for ordained min- 
istry. She and her husband, 
together with their two 
school-age children, enjoy 
sea-side holidays, preferably 
with both sun and surf! ‘I am 
looking forward to serving in 
Cogges and South Leigh’, she 
says. 

John King 

Buckingham Deanery 
John is married to Pam and 
they have two children, 
George and Anna, who are at 
senior school. ‘I work as an 
organic farmer, with rare 
breed cattle and sheep, work- 
ing with nature to encourage 



wild birds and wild flower 
meadows,’ he says. ‘Through 
the winter months, I enjoy 
traditional hedgelaying’. 

Elizabeth Moxley 

Parish: Aston Clinton 
Elizabeth grew up in a 
Congregationalist family and 
joined the Anglican church 
when she married Chris 32 
years ago. They have two 
adult daughters, Esther and 
Charis. They moved to 
Burnham in 1984 and since 
then Elizabeth has taught in 
Comprehensive schools. 
‘Now, after training for ordi- 
nation at St John’s 
Nottingham, I very much 
look forward to serving my 
title at Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp’, she says. 

Rachel and John Wigram 

Parish: Hazlemere 
Rachel and John are both 
ordained are serving their 
curacy as a ‘job-share’ at 
Holy Trinity, Hazlemere. 
They have three children, 
David (14), Hannah (12) and 
Peter (9). They trained at St 



John’s College, Nottingham 
and previously lived in 
Reading where Rachel was a 
full-time mum and John a 
software developer. 

John Parker 

Parish: Aborfield 
John is serving the Lord Jesus 
at St Bartholomew’s Aborfield 
and St James’ Barkham 
benefice. He says; ‘I am won- 
derfully supported by my wife 
Miriam and encouraged by 
our three daughters: Zoe, Abi 
and Lizzy. When I have time 
off I may be seen fishing or 
swimming; and sometimes 
both at once!’ 



Is God calling you? 

The Oxford Diocese has a 
network of friendly 
Vocations Advisers who are 
here to help you. 

For an adviser near you 
ring: Hilary Unwin on 
01494 725228 
or Debbie Dallimore in the 
Diocesan Director of 
Ordinand’s office on 
01865 208291 




Would like to congratulate all the new ordinands 
on their ordination . We wish them the richest of 
blessings as they make themselves available to 
God’s ministry. 
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View from here 



Common Sense Prejudice? 



I was immensely 
privileged, aged 
eighteen, to sit in 
on a Black 
Consciousness 
workshop led by 
the anti-racism 
campaigner Sybil 
Phoenix. The par- 
ticipants were an 
all-age group of 
black Methodists 
from Dalston. 

One young woman, a secre- 
tary, recounted how she had 
one day made some mistakes 
that had got her into trouble at 
work. She later heard her 
white boss muttering to a col- 
league, ‘that’s the last time I 
take on a black person’. 
Phoenix pressed the young 
woman on how this made her 
feel. She said that she could 
‘see her boss’s point’. She had, 
after all, messed up, and it 
was ‘understandable’ that her 
boss would feel this way. 
Phoenix asked her a simple 
question: ‘Do you think that if 
a white woman had made the 
same mistakes, your boss 
would have said that she 
would never employ a white 
person again?’ 

Ridiculous notion - it 
would never happen. 
Phoenix had elicited a perfect 
example of how individual 
prejudice congeals into insti- 
tutional racism. The penny 
dropped for that young 
woman. And for me. 

When Harold Shipman 
killed hundreds of elderly 
women, did you ever hear 
anyone say, ‘I’m changing my 
GP. He’s an ageing white 
man with a beard. You know 
they can’t be trusted’? Or 
after the striking-off of Sir 
Roy Meadow for giving ‘mis- 
leading’ evidence in the Sally 
Clark case, did you ever hear, 
‘that’s the last time we take 




by 

Alison Webster 



expert evidence 
from a white 
middle-aged 
male professor’? 

So why is it 
considered ‘com- 
mon sense’ for 
people travelling 
on the tube sud- 
denly to begin 
distrusting any- 
one who is Black 
or Asian or who looks like a 
Muslim? White people are 
not immune from inclina- 
tions to terrorism, as we 
know only too well from the 
lessons of Omagh and the 
Soho nailbomber. The tube 
suspects appear; so far; to 
come from a range of back- 
grounds. If the terrorists were 
to find some disaffected 
white lads to carry their 
bombs in a briefcase and slip 
under the net of our precon- 
ceptions - where would our 
‘common sense’ have led us 
then? Anyway, that Asian 
young man sitting opposite 
you may be the plain-clothes 
police officer who is ensuring 
your safety, or the doctor 
who could save your life. 

On September 11 we shall 
be renewing our commitment 
to racial justice at a special 
diocesan service in Reading 
Minster (3pm). After that, 
there will be opportunity to 
share an evening with the 
internationally renowned 
musician Ben Okafor at his 
‘Love Justice’ gig at St 
Laurence’s (6pm). These two 
events are timely, but they 
must be reinforced by a 
renewed vigilance amongst us 
all to analyse, understand and 
resist the constantly shifting 
dynamics and manifestations 
of the racism that runs deep 
and strong in our nation. 
Alison Webster is Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Adviser 



Alpha, Bisto and Omega 

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet, Rt Revd Andrew Burnham, is a 'flying bishop', created to look after parishes which do not accept 
women clergy. He looks after several such parishes in the Oxford Diocese. Below, he writes about his 'conversion' to Alpha. 



THERE has been some surprise that, 
just before the summer, I launched an 
Alpha initiative. ‘Isn’t that stuff a bit 
too evangelical?’ ‘a bit cheesy?’ I was 
asked. ‘Isn’t it a bit weak on the 
sacraments?’ (Mind you, what could 
be more sacramental than meeting 
together to learn about Jesus over 
supper?) 

I myself was surprised when I first 
discovered that it is in Catholic coun- 
tries that Alpha is spreading fastest 
and doing some of its most valuable 
work. I was no less surprised by the 
enthusiasm of the Roman Catholic 
authorities, from the Pope down. 
Alpha, as the name suggests, is just a 
beginning. It is pre-evangelism or, at 
any rate, pre-catechesis. You become 
intrigued and infatuated with some- 
one before you genuinely fall in love 
and get to know someone. Sometimes 
infatuations blaze for a while and 
burn out. Sometimes they lead to a 
real encounter and a real relation- 
ship. So it is with our relationship 
with Jesus. 

Most of the criticisms of Alpha I 
have heard have been from experi- 
enced Christians, some of whom 
found the course too simple. Would 
these same people pick up a baby’s 
plastic book, designed to stay afloat 
in the bath, and complain about the 
simple story line, the big writing? The 
baby’s book is a start in the relation- 

Clergy News 

Revd Mark Badger, Priest in Charge, Worcester St 
George with St Mary Magdalene, is to be Chaplain 
to the Thames Valley Police Force; Captain Hugh 
Boorman, Appointments Secretary for the Church 
Army, is to be Minister in the Ladygrove Church, 
Didcot Group Ministry; Revd Canon Norman 
Brown, Vicar of Maidenhead all Saints, Boyne Hill, 
has retired; Revd Chris Bull, Vicar, Christ Church, 
Flackwell Heath and Area Dean of Wycombe, is to 
stand down as Area Dean; Revd Jill Chatfield, 
Mission Partner, Theological College by Extension 
College, South Africa, is to be Team Vicar, 
Wallingford Team Ministry; Revd John Coombs, 
Team Rector of Hermitage Team Ministry, & 
Associate Area Dean, Newbury Deanery, is to be 
Priest in Charge, St Nicholas Hurst with St Mary 



ship with reading and with literature. 
The Alpha course is a start in the life 
with the Word of God. Others have 
said, ‘Why not Course X or Course Y 
instead?’ To which I reply, if I were 
wanting to sell gravy granules, I’d go 
for Bisto. There are adverts for it 
already on the trains and buses. So it 
is with Alpha. People have heard of 



'If I were wanting to sell 
gravy granules, I'd go for 
Bisto. There are adverts for 
it already on the trains and 
buses. So it is with Alpha' 



it. It has, as they say, market penetra- 
tion. There might be better granules 
than Bisto - who knows? - but that’s 
the brand people are likely to buy. If 
I want to get somewhere selling gravy 
granules, I’d go for Bisto. 

But why launch this Alpha initia- 
tive now? In a word, I am sick of the 
Church’s domestic debates: gay sex 
and civil partnerships, women and 
the episcopate. Very few people are 
directly affected by homosexuality. 
Very few women aspire to high office 
in the church. It seems to me that to 
focus entirely on these highly con- 
tentious issues is at worst a kind of 
idolatry, at best to ignore the big pic- 



the Virgin, Winnersh, Sonning Deanery; Revd 
George Coppen,Team Vicar, Kidlington, is to retire; 
Revd Huw Davies, Vicar, St Paul's Weston-super- 
Mare, Diocese of Bath and Wells, is to be Priest in 
Charge, St Leonard's, Chesham Bois, Amersham 
Deanery; Revd Nigel Hawkes, Assistant Curate, 
Chipping Norton, is to be Team Vicar, Dorchester 
Team Ministry; Revd Janet Lawrence, NSM 
Curate, St Mary & St John, Bletchley, is retiring, 
with Permission to Officiate in the Oxford Diocese; 
Revd Michelle Morton, Curate, Buckingham 
Group, is to be Priest in Charge, Stewkley, 

Soulbury & Drayton Parslow, Mursley Deanery; 
Revd Emma Percy, Acting Chaplain of Wadham, is 
to be Chaplain of Trinity College, Oxford; Revd 
Oliver Simon, Chaplain to the Community of St 
Mary the Virgin, Wantage, is to be Team Vicar, 
Rugby Team Ministry; Revd Victoria Slater, 



ture. Idolatry is to focus on things 
other than loving God with all our 
heart and mind and soul and strength 
(cf Matthew 22:37). It was of this 
commandment that Jesus reminded the 
Pharisees and Lawyers at the height of 
the controversy with them. The big 
picture is the Lord’s harvest: ‘The har- 
vest is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few; pray therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest to send out labourers into his har- 
vest’ (Luke 10:2). Let’s look outwards 
and not inwards! 

So you might find your parish run- 
ning an Alpha course or two. I am 
inviting a couple of dozen young most- 
ly lay leaders together for a conference 
on the first weekend of Lent (3rd-5th 
March 2006). Some of these will be 
new to Alpha, others will be experi- 
enced. This Parish Evangelism week- 
end will be the start - and for some the 
continuation - of something new. 

Let me know, through your parish 
priest, if you would like to be invited. 
After Alpha comes a whole alphabet of 
Christian life and teaching: Baptism 
and Confirmation Classes, Discipling, 
Emmaus, Eucharist, Formation, 
Marriage, Ordination, Reconciliation, 
and so on to Unction and Viaticum, 
food for the final journey. 

May Christ, who is Alpha and 
Omega, our beginning and our end, 
bless us as we seek to faithfully serve 
him as labourers in the harvest. v 



Hospital Chaplain, is to be Assistant Social 
Responsibility Adviser, Diocese of Oxford; Revd 
Brian Spence, Vicar of St John the Baptist, 
Crowthorne, Sonning Deanery, is to be Honorary 
Resident Priest at St Mark's Englefield; Revd 
HansTaJing, Assistant Curate, Littleborough, is to 
be Priest in Charge, North Buckingham; Revd 
Andrew Teal, is given Permission to Officiate in the 
Oxford Diocese; Revd John Wall, Team Vicar St 
George's, Wash Common, Newbury Deanery, is to 
be Team Vicar, Moulescombe, Diocese of 
Chichester; Revd Julia Wright, Associate Rector, St 
Mary's Aylesbury, is to be Assistant Curate, 
Bemwode Benefice, Aylesbury; Revd Peter Wyard, 
Assistant Curate, Framlingham with Saxtead, 
Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, is to be 
Priest in Charge, Riverside, Burnham and Slough 
Deanery. 
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Letters 



to the editor 



* 1 » 



Humanity healed and revealed 
in Christ: Some thoughts for 
Racial Justice Sunday 



‘God is black’ read 
the graffiti in the 
church porch. ‘If he 
was, they would 
have killed him’, 
someone else had 
scribbled under- 
neath. 

This was in the 
porch of the church 
where I served my title in South 
London. I looked at it many times 
and preached on the text many 
times: God in Christ was born into 
a people set apart by its own histo- 
ry and religion, and they were mis- 
understood and persecuted by oth- 
ers. And Jesus was killed. The 
scribbled riposte underneath was 
meant to be funny, but actually 
revealed a profound and desperate 
truth. We are frightened of people 
who are different. The asylum 
seeker living over the road is not 
an angel visiting us unawares but a 
demon who might destroy us; and 
so we shun the stranger, scapegoat 
the foreigner, fear those whose 
colour and culture is different 
from our own, and end up killing 
the Christ who is in our midst. 

Racism does not begin with our 
response to others but with a fail- 
ing to respond properly to our- 
selves and to God. We are all 
made in his image. Our beautiful 
diversity enriches our common 
humanity. But, in failing to recog- 
nise the common inheritance of 
our God-given humanity, we 
quickly start to fear others, and 
then to hate them, and then to 
decide that perhaps they are not 
really human at all. 

Jesus himself shared the experi- 
ence of this sort of racial discrim- 
ination and race hatred and he 
was outraged by it. Indeed, he 
made the hero of his most famous 
story a despised heretic. The 
Good Samaritan translates into 
our culture as the Good Asylum 
Seeker or the Good Immigrant. 



Who is the person you 
most fear? Who is the 
person you perceive as a 
threat? This is the person 
through whom, God will 
be revealed to you. This 
is the person through 
whom you will receive 
service and by this action 
you will discover a human 
solidarity that disregards the 
ancient boundaries or race and 
colour. 

In Christ there is no Jew or 
Greek, slave or free, male or 
female (Galatians 3. 28). This 
was Paul’s profound reflection on 
the impact of Christ upon 
humanity. When will we ever 
learn to live this way? That 
nation, religion, colour, status, 
class or gender no longer count. 
That in Christ we are a single 
humanity. 

September 11 is Racial Justice 
Sunday; a chance for us to reflect 
upon these great truths which lie 
at the heart of our faith. Racism 
is not just an affront to those who 
are different from us. It is a denial 
of what is most basic about the 
Christian faith, that ‘in Christ 
Jesus you who were far off have 
been brought near.., no longer 
strangers and aliens, but citizens 
with the saints and members of 
the household of God.’ 
(Ephesians 2. 13 &C 19) 

I recently revisited that church 
where I served my title. I looked 
in the porch to see if the graffiti 
was still there. Someone had 
cleaned it away. Oh, that the same 
could happen to the racist atti- 
tudes and actions that poison our 
humanity and turn us against 
each other. In a world where we 
are getting ever more fearful of 
each other it is incumbent upon 
Christian people to live as those 
who enjoy, not just a common 
humanity, but a desire to behold 
Christ in friend and stranger. 




BY THE BISHOP 
OF READING 



The Church and work-life balance; ordinands increase 



Balancing act 

I ENJOYED reading Bishop Stephen’s 
article on The Church and work-life 
balance, in the July issue of The 
DOOR. However, three observations 
come to mind. 

Firstly, and I am indebted to Rob 
Wilkie for this principle, the title 
starts from the wrong perspective, as 
demonstrated by the priorities Bishop 
Stephen later identifies. It is not The 
Church and work-life balance, but 
rather The Church and life-work bal- 
ance. In short, we should evaluate 
how work fits into our life, not how 
we fit life around our work. 

Secondly, a useful aid to identifying 
our priorities is to develop a personal 
mission statement. This is a living 
document, to be revised as required, 
forming a plumb line against which 
to make decisions about what activi- 
ties we should take on, and perhaps 
more importantly, what activities we 
should decide not to take on or even 
cease. This includes activities inside 
and outside of the Church. For fur- 
ther background regarding this 
approach, please see the summary of 
Paul Valler’s excellent seminar 
Integrating Work and Life, on the 
Reading® Work website 
(www.readingatwork.org). 

Lastly, churches can assist us with 
the process of identifying our pur- 
pose in life, which in turn leads us 



onto identifying our priorities. For 
example, and there are other ways 
and this is just one approach, 
Greyfriars Church in Reading recent- 
ly underwent a whole church coordi- 
nated programme of preaching, small 
group teaching and ministry and mis- 
sions fairs following the Purpose 
Driven Life framework, based on the 
book of the same title written by 
Rick Warren. Whilst it may not pro- 
vide all the answers, the course over 
40 days does help us to start asking 
the right questions: using Bishop 
Stephen’s analogy, ‘What are the big 
stones to put in my glass bowl first?’ 
Magnus Smyly 
Reading 

I ENJOYED Bishop Stephen’s story. It 
is useful to be r^ninded of the need 
to also look after ourselves, as 
Florence Nightingale often said to 
her nurses ‘Your first duty is to look 
after yourselves. If you do not look 
after yourselves you will not be able 
to look after your patients.’ As lay 
people we need to be aware that this 
also applies to our clergy. 

By the way, the ‘Consultant’ who 
gave the talk about the vase and the 
holders was Stephen Covey of ‘Seven 
Habits of good managers’ fame. 

John Killman 

by email 



Clergy Numbers 
WHILST being encouraged at the news 
of increasing numbers of candidates for 
ordination in our Diocese (Rise in num- 
ber of clergy candidates, July DOOR), I 
am perplexed. The number of clergy in 
the Milton Keynes Deanery is going to 
be cut almost in half over the coming 
years and the churches in the Parish to 
which I belong have been asked to 
consider what that will mean for our 
ministry. It would seem to me that, just 
as the current cohort of ordination 
candidates is graduating, there could 
be far fewer jobs available for them. 
Does the Diocese have a training strat- 
egy that takes into account potential 
numbers of ministry positions or are 
our scarce resources being used to 
train more people, many of whom will 
be forced to find employment outside 
of the stipendiary ministry? 

Recent experience in our parish 
would also indicate that where we have 
full time stipendiary ministers, congre- 
gations are increasing in size and com- 
mitment. Are we really going in the 
right direction if we reduce numbers of 
stipendiary clergy in order to save 
financial resources? 

Clare Scott 

Milton Keynes 

The Editor reserves the right to edit all letters 
where deemed necessary. Please send your 
correspondence to door@oxford.anglican.org 
or The DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 



Prayers after the London bombings 



These prayers were sent in to The Door 
after the July 7 terror attacks on 
London. Thanks to our contributors. 

A Prayer for the people who were 
bombed. 

Dear God, 

Please may you help us to make 
people better with the Holy Spirit, as 
soon as you can. 

Please can you stop the bombs 
May you help the police to find the 
person who did it. 

May the sun shine, 

Amen. 

By the Reception / Year 1 class at 
Little Milton School, Oxfordshire 



Lord, when by terror we’re dismayed 
and by cruel acts of hate distraught, 
fast to the gospel keep us true 
and help us live what we’ve been 
taught. 

O give us grace to turn the cheek, 
to cheerfully go the extra mile 
and keep us from revengeful thoughts 
of those we’re tempted to revile. 

With understanding may we quench 
the, fires of hate and cool the heat; 
with gentle deeds of love and peace 
the acts of wickedness defeat. 

Help us create through tolerance, 
sweet concord and fraternal care 



a just and stable world where all 
can earth's resources equally share 

Lord Jesus, when we suffer here 
our pains and sorrows you endure 
and through the hands of those who 
care 

you're potent yet to save and cure. 

Bring healing through forgiveness 
Lord; 

help us the friendly hand extend; 
through us establish fellowship 
the like of which shall never end. 
Amen. 

Ben Heffer lives in Kidlington and is 
an altar server and regular worship- 
per at St Mary the Virgin . 




ARTisTs in STAinED Glass 

DavId Wasley 

ItlA.ATC.DipAD.FQiGP. 

ConsERyAfOR^ft 
RgstORAtion Specialist 

01494 773712 

www.3RpmiLLEnnivmARjisfs.co.vK 




COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



COUPLE COUNSELLOR 

Rosemary Girdler. Cert. Relate 
Member BACP 

Qualified with 17 years experience 
working with couples and individuals. 
Also trained in spiritual direction. 
South Oxfordshire. 

Tel: 0118 9722355/07734 996264 
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Poverty History 



Make Poverty History and the 
people: from the streets of Ec 



John Madeley, a journalist and licensed lay minister from 
Caversham, Berks reports from the Make Poverty History march 
in Edinburgh this summer. He evaluates the success of the G8 
Summit and looks at whether it made any real progress in meet- 
ing the demands of the 250,000 marchers and the zthousands 
around the country who supported the campaign. 



‘THE people have roared, the 
G8 has responded with a 
whisper’. This was the verdict 
on the Gleneagles summit of 
the world’s eight most power- 
ful leaders by Kumi Naidoo of 
South Africa, who chairs the 
Global Call to Action against 
Poverty. Make Poverty 
History is the UK arm of this 
international campaign. 

The people certainly 
roared. In an unprecedented 
effort, millions wore the white 



band, wrote to Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown, campaigned 
for more and better aid, debt 
relief and trade justice. The 
media reported on global 
poverty like never before. 

And 250,000 people took 
to the streets of Edinburgh 
on the first Saturday of July 
in a wonderful carnival 
atmosphere to urge leaders 
to take ‘substantial and 
immediate action' to end 
poverty. 



The number was twice as 
many as had been expected. 
The marchers started at mid- 
day, mostly dressed in white, 
and a white band was soon 
to ring the centre of 
Edinburgh. So great was the 
number that it took many of 
us two hours to start! 

But at 3pm, whether peo- 
ple were walking or waiting 
to start, a siren sounded and 
everyone stood for a very 
moving minute’s silence. 



of fa house 



The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House & Conference Centre 
Offchurch, Leamington Spa CV 33 9AS 01926 423309 
offahouse@btconnect.com www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 
You are warmly invited to our 2005 Autumn Programme 
September 

Thurs 8 Open afternoon and Evening, all welcome no charge 

Sun 11 Sunday Focus Bring me to life Rev Roger Morris £9.75 

Mon 12 Myers Briggs: Spirituality & Shadow Day Rev Christine Pollard £20 

Thurs 22 Day Workshop on Forgiveness 

Rev Andrew De Smet & Dr Elizabeth Penlington £15 

Sat 24 Day Workshop: The Arts as Therapy Maureen Marston SP £25 
Mon 26 Quiet Day Christian Identity: self and self fulfilment 
Rev Roger Spiller £12 

October 

Fri 7 Day Workshop Finding the voice of your authentic self 
Jen Fiona Daseley £20 

Sat 29 Day with Holistic therapies Healing is your touch 
Bernadette Hynes SP £25 

November 

Mon 7 Quiet Day Steps in the Wilderness Rev Diana Farmer £12 

Mon 7 Spiritual Directors Evening The Spiritual Journey: insights from the 
Orthodox Church Bishop John Stroyan £5 

Sun 20 Sunday Focus An Aramaic Lord's Prayer Rev Toni Bennett £9.75 

December 

Fri 2 - Sun 4 Advent Retreat Darkness transformed Angela Ashwin £78 

Mon 5 - Fri 9 Retreat for those in Ministry Beginning at the end: a shared 
exploration of the Jesus Prayer Bishop Simon Barrington-Ward 

Fri 9 Quiet Day Wait for the Lord Rev Andrew De Smet £12 
Mon 12 Day of Guided Prayer 

Rev David Pettifor, Rev Andrew De Smet, Tina Lamb £15 



Early signs of progress 

Marchers were encouraged by 
the movement that Western 
governments had shown in 
the first six months of the 
year. In May, European Union 
countries agreed to double aid 
to developing countries. In 
June, finance ministers agreed 
to cancel the debts of 18 
countries to the World Bank, 
the International Monetary 
Fund and the African 
Development Fund. 

These commitments would 
not have been made without 
the roar of our campaign. But 
they are not enough to 
achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015. 
These goals - unanimously 
agreed by all countries five 
years ago - include the halv- 
ing of poverty by 2015 as the 
first step to making it history. 

At the G8 summit, cam- 
paigners wanted leaders to take 
the measures that are needed to 
meet those goals. But leaders 
had little new to say. 

‘Aid for developing coun- 
tries’, says their communique, 
‘will increase, according to 
the OECD, by around $50 
billion a year by 2010.’ 

The clause ‘according to the 
OECD’ - the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development - is significant. 
Aid from the G8 countries 
and other donors was already 
predicted to increase by $50 
billion a year - from $79 bil- 
lion in 2004 to around $130 
billion in 2010. 

‘A substantial increase in 
official development assis- 
tance is required in order to 
achieve the Millennium 
Development 



Goals by 2015’, said the lead- 
ers. 

But the aid was not given. 
The United Nations estimates 
that $180 billion a year is 
needed by 2010 if the goals 
are to be reached. An addi- 
tional $100 billion a year, not 
$50 billion, is called for. 

Leadership could have seen 
two things. It could have 
seen the eight leaders going 
beyond existing commitments 
and announcing an increase in 
aid to $180 billion a year. 
And it could have seen them 
announce that the additional 
aid will start immediately, 
rather than in five years time. 

‘If the $50 billion had 

'Could not one of 
the leaders have 
explained to 
President Bush that 
the benefits of more 
aid and debt relief 
could be wiped out 
by global warming?' 



kicked in immediately, it 
could have lifted 300 million 
out of poverty in the next five 
years’, according to Jo 
Leadbeater of Oxfam. 

Debt relief ‘strings’ 

On debt there was 
again nothing 
new. And there 
are strings 
attached to 
relief. The G8 
commu- 



nique says that the debts 
owed by eligible indebted 
countries will be cancelled ‘as 
set out in our Finance 
Ministers meeting on 11 
June’. 

To qualify for debt relief, 
say finance ministers, devel- 
oping countries must ‘tackle 
corruption, boost private sec- 
tor development’ and ‘elimi- 
nate impediments to private 
investment, both domestic 
and foreign’. 

So debt relief depends on 
opening up markets to foreign 
companies. Such a condition 
seems to contradict the notion 
of poor countries deciding 
their own plans. 

On trade, again the leaders 
achieved nothing. Salvation is 
seen in terms of the Doha 
Round, launched in 2001, a 
round to give the world more 
free trade, very different 
from the campaigners’ calls 
for trade justice that would 
allow countries to liberalise as 
and when they wish. 

But there was a bright spot. 
At least fair trade made it into 
the G8 communique. 

‘We welcome the growing 
market for fair-trade goods 
and their positive effect in 
supporting livelihoods’, it 
says. 

Climate Change 

On climate change there was 
nothing, 
no con- 
n e c - 
tion 
was 
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... to churches around 
our diocese 



CAMPAIGNERS and church 
people from all across the 
Oxford diocese turned out in 
the days leading up to the 
Gleneagles Summit and Live 8 
Concerts to express their sup- 
port. 

Those who couldn’t travel to 
Edinbugh organised events 
closer to home. The entire con- 
gregation of St George the 
Martyr, Wash Common, 
Berkshire gathered together 
and wrapped themselves in a 



giant white band to show sup- 
port for the Make Poverty his- 
tory campaign (see picture 
below). 

And in Bicester, a group of 
parishioners wrapped the 900 
year old tower of St Edburg’s 
Church in a white band made 
from old bed sheets. It took the 
congregation a week to make 
the 100ft long white band. 

In Banbury, people formed a 
human chain from the town 
hall to the Banbury Cross to 



show their solidarity with the 
campaign. And in Abingdon, 
220 people marched through 
the town and wrapped a band 
round the county hall. 

Though the G8 Summit is 
over, 2005 is still the year to 
Make Poverty History and 
there are more events planned. 

September 10 will be the 
next ‘white band day’ when 
people are asked to show their 
support for the campaign’s 
goals. 



made between poverty, espe- 
cially in Africa, and the 
impact of global warming. 

‘Any progress made on 
African development at the 
G8 summit will be fundamen- 

'We need now to 
urge leaders to 
raise their sights 
and not be satisfied 
with any policies 
that fall short of 
ending the scandal 
of a child dying of 
poverty every three 
seconds' 



tally undermined by failure to 
commit to urgent action to 
address the causes and effects 
of climate change”, said Sarah 
La Trobe of Tear fund. 

Climate change is already 
having a devastating impact 



on many African countries 
and communities, says 
Tearfund. Climate change will 
worsen Africa’s already criti- 
cal water crisis, it warns, put 
millions more at risk of 
hunger, increase the spread of 
malaria and other diseases 
and there will be an increase 
in the frequency and severity 
of floods and droughts. 

Could not one of the lead- 
ers have explained to 
President Bush that the bene- 
fits of more aid and debt relief 
could be wiped out by global 
warming? 

The biggest failure of the 
summit was perhaps the fail- 
ure of leaders to tell the truth 
about how climate change 
will put the halving of pover- 
ty by 2015 out of reach. 

Thus the G8 missed an 
opportunity to build on the 
progress made in the first six 
months of this year. We need 
now to urge leaders to raise 
their sights and not be satis- 
fied with any policies that fall 
short of ending the scandal of 
a child dying of poverty every 
three seconds. It is vital that 



our campaigning goes on. 



John Madeley reported on the 
G8 summit for an African mag- 
azine. His latest book, '100 
Ways to Make Poverty History ' 
was published by Canterbury 
Press in late August 



Marchers on the streets and, below left, the author hitching a ride in a rickshaw photos John Madeley 



Fromland, Naldertown 
Wantage, Oxon 
0X12 9DL 



Precious 
to God 
and to us! 



At Framland we care for elderly 
Christians in a loving family 
atmosphere, with social activities, 
outings, Home Visitors and the spiritual 
support for which Pilgrim Homes is 
renowned. 

Set in its own lovely gardens, Framland is 
within easy reach of the M4, the M40, 

the A41 and the A34. 

To find out more, call Manager Barbara f 
Margetts on 01235 769876, or email 
barbara. margetts@wfcsmail. com 






www.pilgrimhomes.org.uk 



+ 






+ 
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The Right Settings for Ruby 



Barbara Margetts, 
Manager ; Framland, 
Wantage 

Ruby Pearse never 



wanted to come into 
care. Like most of us 
she thought of care 
homes as she did hos- 
pitals: she was glad 



they were there, but 
she hoped she would 
never need them. For 
most of her life Ruby 
had lived in the house 



where she was born. 

As she began to 
struggle on her own, 
her cousjns began to 
think of residential 
care, but Ruby did 
not want to leave her 
home town and did 
not want to go into a 
home. Unfortunately, 
over Christmas Ruby 
developed pneumonia 
and had to spend 
seven weeks in hospi- 



tal, by which time she 
was reluctantly agree- 
ing that she needed to 
be cared for. 
Knowing the impor- 
tance of Ruby’s 
Christian beliefs and 
daily routines, her rel- 
atives suggested that 
she could come to us 
here, in Framland in 
Wantage, near 

Oxford. Ruby was 
encouraged to find a 



friend from her home 
church already living 
here, and after much 
persuasion she agreed 
to take the room we 
offered. 

Her cousins left a 
tearful Ruby and 
drove home with very 
heavy hearts, but they 
returned a week latter 
to find her happily 
making her room just 
as she wanted it. 



eager to tell them of 
all the benefits of 
being cared for and 
relating all the new 
friends, both resi- 
dents and staff, she 
had already started to 
make. She was taken 
to church every 
Sunday; sometimes 
taken into town for 
tea and cakes or a 
walk around the 
shops and she told 



them, ‘there is always 
something going on 
downstairs here.’ 

You couldn’t have 
done anything better 
for me than you have 

- and please don’t 
ever consider moving 
me from my new 
home here.’ Ruby 
had a lovely summer 

- bluebell rides, 
invites out to garden 
teas, and barbeques, 
and completed the 
year with a trip to a 
pantomime, some- 
thing she had not 
done since a child. At 
one stage she told me, 
‘I dreaded getting old 
and being on my 
own. I like being here 
very much - it’s like 
home.’ 

Her last trip out 
before she succumbed 
to the winter chest to 
which she was so sus- 
ceptible was to the 
Carol Service at the 
little church nearby 
which had become 
her spiritual home. 

Until a few years 



Our work 
is caring . . . 

With supported housing and nursing care, THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their care. Your donation or 
legacy will help us to continue this much needed work for those who have cared 
for others in the name of Christ. 

Please help 
us in any 
way you can. 

Thank you 

The Church of 
England Pensions 
Board (OD) 
Freepost Lon 898 
London 
SW1P 3YS 

Registered Charity No 236627 





Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for se\|^ral weeks or Longer-term over several me 

For further details please contact 






Oxford Aunts Care 

Established 1967 







Keychange Homes 
Cromer: Upton House 
Plymouth: Mount Eventide 
Sidmouth: Rose Lawn 
Southampton: Fair Havens 
Torquay: W aimer House 
Tunbridge Wells: Rosset Holt 
Wimbledon: Alexander House 
St Annes-on-Sea: Jubilee Cottage Trust 
(sheltered flats) 



Resident places currently 
available at Walmer House 



For information, please call: 

(01275)790060 

The Hawthorns The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 

llrxn&us Rf Hutment Living 

Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



keychangeYcharity 

CHRISTIANS HELPINGM>EOPLE IN NEED 



Keychange is one of the largest providers of Christian care for the elderly 
in the UK, based on over 60 years of experience. 

Keychange homes offer exemplary standards in comfort, hygiene and catering. 

We believe that every person is made in the image of God and is a valued 
and valuable member of society. We aim to ensure that all of our residents 
are treated with love and respect. Our experience in the area of providing residential 
homes for the elderly and the compassion in the hearts of our 
team members mean that we can offer top-class facilities. 



4 . . . wonderful homes 
staffed by very 
special people ... J 



For more details please visit the website www.keychange.org.uk 
or call head office 0207 633 0533 

Keychange Charity is a registered charity No 1 06 1 344; a company limited by guarantee No 33 1 7563; 
is affiliated to the Evangelical Alliance and a member of the Christian Care Association. 



“Gracious Retirement Living” 

means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



The Hawthorns 



4 - 
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for tea and cakes 
or a walk around the 
shops and she told 
them, ‘there is always 
something going on 
downstairs here.’ 

Five weeks after 
Ruby came into 
Framland, walking in 
the sunshine in the 
garden with her 
cousin she turned to 
her and said, 
‘Dorothy, I don’t 
want you to worry 
about me any more. 
You couldn’t have 



done anything better 
for me than you have 
- and please don’t 
ever consider moving 
me from my new 
home here.’ 

Ruby had a lovely 
summer - bluebell 
rides, invites out to 
garden teas, 

Barbeques, Open 

days and so on and 
completed the year 
with a trip to a pan- 
tomime, something 
she had not done 
since a child. At one 



stage she told me, ‘I 
dreaded getting old 
and being on my own. 
I like being here very 
much - it’s like home.’ 
Her last trip out 
before she succumbed 
to the winter chest to 
which she was so sus- 
ceptible was to the 
Carol Service at the 
little church nearby 
which had become 
her spiritual home. 
She went into hospital 
on Easter Sunday and 
when Dorothy and 



her husband travelled 
from Surrey to see her 
they reported that 
invariably they would 
find some carer from 
the home 15 miles 
away having ‘just 
popped in’. 

They told me, 
‘One day we met a 
Framland voluntary 
visitor there and in 
the course of our con- 
versation she told us 
that she was born in 
1922, so was in her 
83rd year but had 



The Hawthorns 



MYTHS OF AGING 

Probably the three most common myths of 
aging are: falling down is a part of getting old, 
as is forgetfulness and confusion and urinary 
and bowel incontinence. All these conditions 
need to be evaluated by a doctor and can be 
treated. 

But those seniors who make healthy choices 
in their lifestyles can minimize the most com- 
mon problems that beset us as we age. 

The lifestyle of the residents at The 
Hawthorns’, North Somerset’s premier retire- 
ment facility, emphasises healthy choices. It 
is frequently the simple, basic things that get 
forgotten. For example: Water is the liquid of 
life. It is essential to life. We can survive for 
weeks without proteins, carbohydrates or 
fats (surviving is not optimum health) but lack 
of water for even a few days will lead to 
death. The human blood is 95% water, bones 
are 22% the human brain is 75?/o. Body 
water performs various functions. It lubricates 
joints, muscles and tendons to make the flex- 
ible so they can move easily. Dehydration is 
an aging problem that is common, yet pre- 
ventable. 

As we age the body’s thirst mechanism does 
not always tell us when we are thirsty. 
Waiting to drink until you are thirsty will leave 
you far behind you body’s requirement for 
water. Additionally, dizziness and confusion 
may result. 

EXERCISE 

It is essential to provide daily and weekly 



exercise both for the mind and the body. The 
promotion of the continued good health of 
residents living at ‘The Hawthorns’ is an 
essential part of the management team’s 
responsibilities. 

The brain, like a muscle, needs to be 
stimulated and challenged daily to keep the 
thinking processes intact and working. 
Exercises that stimulate the mind like quizzes, 
bingo, computers, card games, etc. are 
essential. 

In order to reduce the chance of falls and 
keep the bones and muscles strong, a variety 
of physical activities should be engaged in 
weekly. Residents at ‘The Hawthorns’ have 
many and varied choices for physical exer- 
cise from working with an on site personal 
trainer, utilizing state of the art equipment, to 
enjoying walks in the lovely gardens or along 
the seafront, or participating in yoga or sitter- 
cise - an exercise class especially designed 
for seniors. 

THE LAST MYTH OF AGING 

The residents at The Hawthorns’ are dis- 
proving one last common myth of aging. It is 
never too late to learn new things, and no 
matter how hard it seems, change can be 
good. 

The Hawthorns, Gracious Independent 
Retirement Living, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH. 
Telephone: 01275 790060 - Gracious 
Retirement Living. 



The Hmvthorm 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset BS21 7EH 
Tel: (01275) 790060 



http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 

Care Home with Nursing 

St Katharine’s is a modern, well equipped, Care Home for 75 elderly ladies, whose aim is 
to provide the Residents with a comfortable, caring home in a Christian environment until 
the end of their lives. It is under lay administration, and is run as a non-profit making 
charity under the aegis of a Community of Sisters - the Community of St Mary the Virgin 
- whose ethos and ideals are reflected in the day to day running of the House. 

Residents are strongly encouraged to live independent lives and to continue to pursue their 
interests, for as long as they are able, as part of a vibrant and happy community. Visitors 
may call at any time and take meals by arrangement: there is also accommodation for 
visitors wishing to stay. 

St Katharine’s has a recently built and well-equipped Nursing Wing, with 23 en suite 
rooms, and fully qualified and supportive nursing staff. This allows the Residents to move 
to the Wing when they require that level of care, whilst remaining a part of the community. 

Excellent facilities include a beautiful Chapel and five acres of extensive gardens near the 
centre of Wantage, which is only a ten-minute walk from the House. 



The Wyndham Housing Association 

The Wyndham Housing Association was established 30 years ago to provide a happy 
and secure environment for retired people who wished to retain their independence, 
free of the worries of home ownership, and yet knowing that help was close at hand 
whenever it was needed. The Association runs two houses, both within easy reach of 
the centre of Oxford. Charles Ponsonby House is situated in Osberton Road, Oxford, 
and offers flats for sale on a leasehold basis. The house has an attractive, peaceful and 
private garden. Wyndham House is situated in Plantation Road, Oxford, and offers flats 

for rent. Both houses offer a similar 
range of services as part of the rent 
and/or service charge. 

• 24-hour warden cover 

• Heating, lighting, mains services 

• Emergency alarm system and secure 
entry system 

• Water rates 

• Repairs and routine maintenance 

• Contribution to the Property Services 
Renewal Fund 

• In-house catering services provide one 
main meal and a light supper delivered 
to each flat daily 

• Cleaning of communal areas, 
gardening, laundry facilities and refuse 
collection 

The Wyndham Housing Association 
does NOT provide any form of medical 
or nursing care. 



Wyndham Housing 
Association 



The Wyndham Housing Association provides 
worry-free accommodation for retired people. 
Situated close to the cultural and social life of 
historic Oxford, we offer self contained one- 
bedroom flats for sale or rent. 

Our all-inclusive monthly charge covers 
everything except your telephone bill and 
Council Tax. Services include 24-hour Warden 
cover, cooked lunch and a light supper served 
to each flat daily, all heating, lighting 4 and 
building repair costs, gardening and a range 
of other important services. 




For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House 
Plantation Road, Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Tel: 01865 511239 



THE ERNEST LUFF HOMES 

(Charity No. 1045920) 

2-4 LUFF WAY, GARDEN ROAD 
WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE, ESSEX CO 1 4 8SW 

Providers of Care for Elderly Christians 

The aim of the homes is to provide a 
caring environment to meet the physical and 
spiritual needs of elderly Christians. 

The homes are able to offer: 

★ Sheltered Accommodation - one bedroomed bungalows 

★ Residential Care Accommodation - all single rooms, 
many with en-suite facilities. 

For further details telephone: 

01255 682430 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 
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• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01 235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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Fairtrade Food 



September Recipe: Elderberry Jelly 

by our cookery writer, Ann Way 

This year there should be plenty of elderberries around as there is so 
much wild fruit it is more likely the fruit eating birds will kindly leave 
some to harvest. Usually, although I have a large elderberry tree in our 
garden it has often been a bit of a fight as to who gets there first - me 
or the lovely blackbirds! I’m often having to scout around our well 
endowed hedgerows to pick what I need for jelly making. Maybe this 
year they will allow me to pick some of my own fruit! 

Ingredients 

2lb - lkg elderberries 
1 l/4pint - 1 litre water 
1 lb — 450g crab apples or sour apples 
Juice of one lemon 

Sugar (lib to every pint of juice after 
straining) 

Small knob of butter to reduce foaming 
whilst cooking 

Method 

Wash elderberries and remove stalks. A fork is helpful in doing this. Wash the 
apples and prepare them by cutting up and removing any blemishes but don't 
peel or core them. Put fruit and lemon juice in to a pan with the water and sim- 
mer gently for about an hour until soft. Strain over-night through a jelly bag. 

Measure the strained juice and then add the sugar. Stir until thoroughly dis- 
solved and then bring to a full rolling boil for about 10 minutes. Test for setting 
by placing a teaspoon of the juice on a cold plate, cool a little and then push with 
a finger. If it wrinkles strongly then it is ready. Stir in the knob of butter to 
reduce foaming and skim if necessary and pour into sterilised pots. 

Fairtrade Recipe Book: Jill White is collecting recipes which use 
Fairtrade products, for a book for Christian Concern for One World. We hope 
to have it out on sale in November. If you have any recipes, especially your 
favourite ones, which use Fairtrade products, we would love to include them. 
Please would you email them to me at johnjillwhite@tiscali.co.uk 




A new mission for small, ancient churches 



bv Barbara Doubtfire 
DOES your church building feel 
‘prayed in’? Do you think about what 
you are doing for those visitors, 
tourists and pilgrims who come to see 
you but you don’t see them? Does your 
church reflect the concerns of your 
local community to those visiting? 

Many of our ancient, small church 
buildings are tucked away in village 
communities. They often attract visi- 
tors, pilgrims and tourists during the 
week, outside service times. Pastoral 
and spiritual needs may surface at 
these times. 

Our church buildings are hallowed 
places. Therefore, we don’t so much 
need to ‘re-claim’ them, but we do 
need to ask ourselves, ‘How can we 
use them more effectively outside our 
worship times to encourage visitors to 
engage with their deeper and more 
hidden needs?’ As well as giving infor- 
mation about finding local physical 
refreshment or other places of interest 
nearby, are we giving attention to help 
with prayer? Research tells us that vis- 
itors value above all else the opportu- 
nity for peace and quiet and private 
prayer; they like to find information 
about church services and the local 
community. They like the church to be 
well ordered and to have flowers to 
look at. How does your own local 



church measure up? 

The Quiet Spaces Still Places net- 
work is working at being more inten- 
tional about these things. Could your 
church join the network - both to 
learn from others and to make a con- 
tribution from your own church’s 
experience? If these reflections strike 
a chord, you may wish to find out 
more by visiting the Quiet Spaces Still 
Places pages on the website 
www.oxford.anglican.org. You will 
find there some useful ways of engag- 
ing the PCC and other groups in the 
issues; there are some concrete and 
realistic suggestions about what might 
be appropriate for your local church, 
and there is a growing section of mate- 
rial from churches saying what they 
are already doing. You can also add 
there your own examples by contact- 
ing spidir@oxford.anglican.org. 

Come to a working conference 
which will focus on small, probably 
ancient, churches seeking to develop 
mission to pilgrims, visitors and 
tourists. We shall together explore this 
learning how to harness the potential 
of the church building. 

It will be held on Saturday 17th 
September, at Stoke Lyne Church, 
10am-3pm. Bring a packed lunch, 
drinks are provided. 

There will be two keynote addresses 



on the local church as a holy place and 
the Local Church as an image of the 
community. 

An e-mail to spidir@oxford.angli- 
can.org or phone 01993 810005 to let 
Barbara Doubtfire know of your 
interest will help catering and the 
design of the event. 

Please be in touch if you wish to 
know more but are unable to come. 



The Revd Canon Barbara Doubtfire is 
the convenor of SPI-DIR the diocesan 
spiritual direction network. 
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RECRUITMENT 



The Administrator of a Baroque Music Ensemble 

is inviting music groups (less than 1 0 musicians) 
based in Greater London, Bucks, Essex 
to apply for participation in a 

SACRED MUSIC FESTIVAL 

in March/April 2006 

Email: hanbarne@tiscali.co.uk or tel (eve.) 0208 563 8267 

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR 

St Andrew's Church, Chinnor, Oxon 

Restored and extended 2-manual Binns organ 
Small SATB choir, RSCM rates 

Further details from: 

Mr G. Smallbone, The Old Manse 



ORGANIST and CHOIRMASTER/MISTRESS 

(could be ‘ORGANIST only’ - contact Rector) 

The Parish Church of Easthampstead, 

St Michael and St Mary Magdalene 

Well-maintained two-manual “J W Walker" pipe organ 

Enthusiastic, robed choir with mixed adult and 
junior members 

Weekly Sunday Morning Eucharist with choir practice 
(currently Friday evenings) 

RCSM rates, with fees for weddings and funerals 

For more details, or to submit applications, 
contact the Rector: Fr. Guy Cole at The Rectory, 
Crowthorne Road, Bracknell RG12 7ER 

01344 423253 guy.s.cole@btinternet.com 

Christian Keyboard Player 

needed for worship group 
at St Thomas' Church. 



St Mary the Virgin 
Whitchurch-on-Thames 
St: John the Baptist Whitchurch Mill 

Wish to appoint an 

ORGANIST and CHOIRMASTER 

To start late September 2005 

Two well-maintained \*7alk:er pipe- organs, 

enthusiastic robed choir, RSCM affiliated. 

A/ lain Sunday service at lOam alternating between 
the two churches. Common Worship Sung Eucharist 
twice a month: also two more informal services. 

Occasional Sung Evensong, and special services at 
major festivals. Normally one choir practice each 
month. 

Remuneration by arrangement, plus funeral and 
wedding fees. 

Informal visits welcomed. Further information from 
/ applications to: 

Revd Dr* Peter Steddon, Rectory Cottage, 
High Street, Whitchurch-on-Thames RG8 7DF 
Tel 0118 9S4 1473, 

E-mail wotrev-organist@yahoo.co.uk 

— ocic 



56 High Street, Chinnor, Oxon 0X39 4DH 
e-mail: graham.smallhone@htclick.com 

Advertising 

Manager 

Young Communications Media Ltd is seeking an experienced, 
ambitious and capable advertising manager to lead a small but 
growing team working on a range of tides, including The Church 
of England Newspaper. Selling across a portfolio of interesting 
products, there is much scope for growth and development. A 
sound knowledge of the Christian marketplace is essential. A 
minimum of three years’ experience in the sector is required as is 
proven experience of leading a sales team. A self-driven, proactive 
personality is essential and a keen interest in strategic innovation 
is a must. In the first instance please send your CV and a covering 
letter, indicating salary expectations, to the address below. The 
post is situated in central London. 

Please reply to CM Blakely, 

Publishing Director, 

Young Communications Media Ltd, 

20-26 Brunswick Place, London, N1 6DZ. 

Or e-mail: colin.blakely@churchnewspaper.com 



Must be comfortable with both 
traditional and contemporary styles. 

Rates and details from: 

Rev Richard Caddell, St Thomas' House 
Mayflower Way, Beaconsfield 
Bucks HP9 1UF 
Tel: 01494 672750 
email: vicar@holtspur.plus.com 

Oxford Industrial 
Chaplaincy 

Wishes to appoint a 

Director 

4 days per week 
Initially for one year. 

The role will include the continuation 
of existing work and developing a 
funding strategy with churches of all 
denominations for 2007 onwards. 

Closing date September 12th 

For an application pack contact Kate 
Dobson 

kate44.Dobson@ndworld.com or Tel 
01865 559007. For an informal 
discussion contact Barbara Hayes - 
barbara.hayes@talk21.com or 
Tel 01865 245349 



The Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling 

needs an administrator on a job-share basis, 
thirteen hours a week over two days. First point of 
contact with clients. Simple book-keeping and 
computer skills required. Based in Headington, we 
are a team of 11 professional counsellors with a 
strong sense of community. Tel. 01865 308889 or 
email counselling@ocic.ora.uk for further details 
and send CV as soon as possible. 



Verger 

for St Nicolas’ Church, 
Abingdon 

(1 0 hours per week, preferably 
mornings) 

To assist with the efficient running of the 
church. The main duties are to welcome 
visitors and to carry out minor 
maintenance work. 

The position would suit a mature, 
sympathetic person with an interest in 
history and good practical skills. 

For full details of this interesting position, 
please contact: 

TG Currey, 01865-391365 
tgcurrey@peadsfarmplants.fsoet.co.uk 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 
17th September 2005. 



Welcome to 
our new 
recruitment 
section. 

Advertise your 
vacancy with us 
and if you do not 
fill the position by 
our next issue, 
we will place the 
same ad again 
free of charge. 

ads@church 

newspaper.com 
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NEW HQ FOR PACT: The Diocesan adoption charity, Parents And 
Children Together, has grown so much that part of the organisation, 
the PACT Education team, have had to move into new premises in 
Southern Court, South Street, Reading. The building was opened by 
the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell (pictured above 
with PACT chief executive Yvette Gayford). 



New Racial Justice Adviser 



YVONNE Charles has been 
appointed to the half-time, 
three year post of Diocesan 
Racial Justice Adviser. 

Working to a remit set by the 
Racial Justice Committee, she 
will combine an advisory role 
to church schools with an 
awareness-raising and training 
role with deaneries and parish- 
es. Yvonne has been a teacher 



of music and Information 
Technology, is a member of the 
New Testament Church of God 
and lives in Milton Keynes. She 
works from home, and can be 
contacted in the first instance 
via the Board for Social 
Responsibility, 01865 208213. 
Racial Justice Sunday is marked 
on 1 1 September with a service 
at Reading Minster at 3pm. 



Learning with Tearfund ‘partners’ in India 



Bv Ian and Erica Cave 

THERE were ten of us, all Tearfund 
Church Reps, who went on a study tour 
to visit and support four of Tearfund’s 
long established partners in India. We 
went to Delhi, to see the Discipleship 
Centre and ASHA, Jamkhead to visit the 
Society for Rural Comprehensive Health 
Projects, and to Mumbai to see the 
Intermission Care and Rehabilitation 
Society. Each ‘partner’, in slightly differ- 
ent and distinctive ways, seeks to bring 
community health and development, edu- 
cation and literacy, nutrition, clean water, 
disaster management and preparedness 
and empowerment to the poor and disad- 
vantaged in their region. 

India is an enormous country (the sev- 
enth largest in the world) and one of 




extreme contrasts: of gender, wealth, caste, 
religion and language. The population is 
over a billion, and growing fast, with over 
80% Hindu and a similar percentage liv- 
ing in poverty. We saw extreme poverty, 
particularly in the city slum communities, 
but this was balanced by the wonderful 
work and empowerment provided by the 
partners who were local Christians who 
have totally dedicated their lives to serving 
the poor. 

What we experienced as we briefly 
entered into the lives of these slum com- 
munities was a mixture of humbleness, 
outrage, guilt, joy, sadness and it was 
overwhelming. It was clear that the 
empowerment of women and education 
initiatives, along with the love of Jesus 
shown to them through Tearfund’s part- 
ners, was transforming peoples lives. 

One of the most memorable moments 
was the visit to the Blind School run by 
the Discipleship Centre. One member of 
our group, a computer programmer, was 
himself blind and he was able to speak 
with, and greatly encourage, the tutor 
(also blind) and the students who were 
learning to use PCs. 

As we visited their homes, people 
reached out to us in love offering us food 
and drink from the very little they had, 




greeting us, placing garlands round our 
necks and showing us the improvements 
to their communities. Although they con- 
tinually thanked us for coming, the priv- 
ilege was ours. 

We have subsequently been able to feel 
and pray for these partners, especially the 
Discipleship Centre, as they have become 
deeply involved in disaster relief and reha^ 
bilitation work following the tsunami flood 
in the region. Please join us in our support 
for these brothers and sisters in Christ, our 
church is a world church indeed. 

Ian and Erica have prepared a power- 
point presentation of their experiences in 
India, and would be pleased to talk and 
share their experiences at your church, 
house group or event (01865-351226). 
They live in Thame, Oxfordshire. 







ploying Celtic and classical music-. Harp > 
flute, cittern, guitar, whistles and close 
harmony male/female voices* “An exguisit i 
blend of relaxing music” (BBC Oxford). 

Moonrakers are available for weddings am 
private funcflons. Call us for a quotel 

01865 769206 
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Service”, the new album is sure to 
make a buzz. There is a great antici- 
pation in the Christian music circles 
about the latest addition to the 
Delirious? collection, and the name, 
for now, is being held a secret. 

You can win one of two special edi- 
tion copies of the acclaimed “World 
Service” album. Simply send your 
name and contact details to 
Delirious? Competition; 

competition@churchnewspaper.com , or to 20-26 Brunswick 
Place, London, N1 6DZ. 



(Uhl 



Fathering a Generation 

“Delirious?’s music deserving a widespread acceptance ... a 
solid set of tunes with a more aggressive edge than their previ- 
ous efforts, but their work still contains passionate, insightful 
lyrics... It’s no wonder this band continues to garner acclaim 
both sides of the Atlantic.” Billboard Magazine 
“Delirious? has a genuine knack for modern rock ... what 
makes the British quintet stand out from many Christian rock 
groups is that it’s songs are often musically substantial... 
always well played.” Los Angeles Times 

Over the past two decades worship music, as well as Christian 
music in general, has evolved dramatically, changing the way 
we connect with our maker and our world. Over the past 12 
years Delirious? has been at the forefront of this revolution 
with some of the most recognisable worship songs of this mod- 
ern age. Delirious?, one of the UK’s top Christian bands, have 
shared the stage with the likes of Bon Jovi and Bryan Adams, 
and in 2005 alone, toured in 13 different countries. 

It all started with a monthly youth meeting in Littlehampton 
with a crowd of 75 kids, called Cutting Edge. Delirious? never 
started out with an agenda to become rock stars, they simply 
got there by merit. It’s been a long, hard climb, but Delirious? 
have reached the top, with seven Top 40 general market UK 



chart singles and two Top 30 general market UK chart albums. 
“World Service” was awarded CBC’s Best Contemporary 
Album of the year in 2004 while “Majesty (Here I am)” took 
home the award for song of the year. 

Despite their busy schedule, Delirious? places high priority on 
their families and their local church. “Being prophetic as a 
band, for us, encompasses our whole lifestyle. So our family, 
being the best husband you can be, the best Dad you can be, is 
definitely part of that.” 

A lot can be said about the band and their achievements, but 
even more can be said about their hearts for God, and their 
hearts for their generation. Delirious? are normal people with a 
passion for music, a passion for God, and above all, a passion 
for bringing the two together in Spirit-filled worship. “We just 
think we’re normal guys, yet God chooses 
to use us... God chooses to pour out his 
Holy Spirit on us and anoint us when 
we’re on stage, and hopefully, when we’re 
off stage we’re affecting people as well... 1 
think that is one of the marks of Delirious 
and it comes out in the lyric writing as 
well, that honesty, and that’s probably 
what connects a lot of young people to 
Delirious?” 

Following the successes of “World 



What is Celtic music? If anything, the word Celtic has been over-used, often finding its way into off-the-sl 
gions, with a musical sound derived from too much fiddling with the reverb button. Nevertheless, many peo] 
hemisphere recognise an archetypal sound, an important echo of their heritage. What is it that sparks off 
recognition? 

“I think there are two essential elements,” explains Jon Bennett of Moonrakers, an Oxford-based Celtic n 
there’s the acoustic sound of string and woodwind instruments that are at the heart of Irish, Welsh, Scottish 
lar; and second, there is the strength of a good tune. Much of this music was for dancing - hence the jigs 
there is also a thriving “listening tradition” with an emphasis on story telling within a song, or the reprodi 
people not formally trained to read music. An expert delivery, however, is as much an art form as anythin) 
music tradition. Every generation has re-interpreted the music — it’s a living tradition.” This ‘living traditi 
exchange of music between the Celtic heartlands of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Cornwall and a similarly 

tional mi 
echo of an 
County Cl 
found in i 
lected in < 
1 9th centu 
something 
formance,’ 
Moonrake] 
1993, with 
being con 
Abi Streve: 

Anna Lockett (harp) are both classically trained, 
whistles/bodhran) has previously played in establis 
north of England and is also a published songwritt 
write more,” he says, “but the day job keeps interrup 
a senior consultant for the UN and will soon be h 
evaluate the international response to the Tsunami. 
Meanwhile, Moonrakers have produced a CD - ‘Be 
received excellent reviews in the music press. They 
vate functions and weddings, mostly in the southern 
also be commissioned to compose a special “Celtic” i 
Moonrakers will be in concert on 28 October at the Ho 
Oxford, 7.30pm. For further information, and bookin: 
rakers.com, email Jon.Bennett@dsl.pipex.com or call 
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Is religion becoming trendy? 



By Johanna Thomas- 
Corr 

Every August, you can 
set your watch by the 
hubbub as the ‘dumb- 
ing-down’ debate 
starts up over A Level 
results. However, 
amongst all the fuss, 
protest and govern- 
ment defensiveness 
this year, educational- 
ists in the Church were 
quietly celebrating 
some good news. For, 
just as last year, 
Religious Studies A 
Level had seen an 
impressive rise in 
entries, the largest, in 
fact, of all A Level sub- 
jects. 

The charts issued 
by the Joint Council of 
Qualifications (JCQ) 
reveal that while tradi- 



tional subjects such as 
English and Maths still 
remain amongst the 
most commonly stud- 
ied, there is a rather 
surprising statistic: a 
16.9 per cent increase 
in students sitting RS. 

This is no new 
phenomenon. At the 
same time last year, it 
was revealed that stu- 
dents taking RS had 
risen by 13.8 per cent 
from numbers in 
2003. In fact, for seven 
years now, the num- 
bers of young people 
taking up this course 
has been steadily 
swelling, whilst in the 
meantime, subjects 
such as modern lan- 
guages and science 
have had students shy- 
ing away. 

Will this glowing 



endorsement from stu- 
dents themselves mean 
that the subject of reli- 
gion in schools is 
granted more credibili- 
ty? Is religion suddenly 
becoming trendy? 

Shifts of this kind 
in education naturally 
attract all kinds of 
explanations, the most 
widely reported and 
cynical of which is that 
the appeal of Religious 
Studies reflects falling 
standards at A Level. 

It has been brand- 
ed a ‘soft’ option by 
those who are scepti- 
cal about religion as 
an exam subject, and 
who lump it together 
with other ‘soft’ 
options, such as media 
studies and psycholo- 
gy. Adding to the argu- 
ment that it’s easier to 




ST GEORGE’S CHAPEL, WINDSOR CASTLE 



CHORISTER OPEN DAY 

Saturday 8 October 2005 
From 2.45 pm 



Do you know a boy who could be a Chorister? 

Boys aged between 6 and 1 0, and their parents, 
are invited to come and find out more about what a 
Chorister’s life is like at St George’s Chapel and School. 

Our next Chorister Auditions will be held on 

Saturday 5 November 2005 

For further details and a registration form 
please contact Sarah Spencer, 

Secretary to the Director of Music, 

1 The Cloisters, Windsor Castle, Berkshire SL4 1NJ. 

Tel: 01753 848797. email: sarah . spencer@s tgeorges-windsor . or g 
www. steeorges- Windsor . org and www.stgwindsor.co.uk 

Closing date for registration: 5 October 2005 



gain an ‘A’ grade in 
Religious Studies than 
in other traditional 
subjects, statistics 
from last year demon- 
strate that over half of 
the girls and almost 
half the boys who sat 
the exam, achieved an 
‘A’ or ‘B’ grade. 

However, John 
Gay of the Culham 
Institute, which sup- 
ports and promotes 
religious education, 
disagrees with this 
interpretation of the 
statistics: “This dis- 
tinction between soft 
and hard subjects is a 
little bit erroneous. RS 
is a hard option. It is 
challenging. You’ve 
got to get your head 
around a lot of com- 
plex issues and ideas.” 

The theory that 
students are plumping 
for any easy ride also 
begs the question as to 
whether so many 
young people are real- 
ly that calculating 




about their A Level 
choices? Surely this 
can’t be the sole expla- 
nation for the appeal 
of RS? 

John Gay believes 
that students choose 
what interests them; if 
they have to study a 
subject for two years, 
they will want some- 
thing inspiring. 




The Marlborough School 
(11-18 Comprehensive for boys and girls) 
Shipton Road, Woodstock, Oxford, 0X20 1LP 
Tel: 01993 811431 Fax: 01993 813530 

OPEN EVENING AND MORNINGS 
FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

Open evening - Thursday 29th September 
- 7.30pm 

Open mornings - Tuesday 4th and 
Thursday 6th October - 9.00am-12.00pm. 

Please telephone for further details 



“Irrespective of 
what older people say 
about a secular society, 
young people are 
interested in religion,” 
he says. “The whole 
context really is that 
you can’t ignore reli- 
gion. The old equation 
that church attendance 
has fallen and there- 
fore religion itself must 
be in decline, is false.” 
Gay points out 
that Britain is an atyp- 
ical society in terms of 
its general lack of faith 
commitment but says 
that, curiously, other 
places around the 
world are now looking 
at the English system 
of teaching religious 
education as a model 
for their own. 
Countries such as 
France have tradition- 
ally excluded religious 
discussion from the 
syllabus, but now they 



I.A.P.S. 



C.S.A. 



St George’s Chapel and 
St George’s School, Windsor Castle 

Director of Music: 

Timothy Byram-Wigfield, B.A., F.R.C.O. 

Pre-Preparatory and Preparatory Day and 
Boarding School for Boys and Girls 3-13 years 

VOICE TRIALS 

for Boys (6-9 years old) 

on Saturday 5th November 2005 

Open Auditions will be held for Choristerships 
(worth up to 50% of the school fees 
and one award of 100%) 

Visit our website to find out more about 
the daily life of a Chorister 
at St George’s Chapel, Windsor 

For further information, please contact: 

J. Roger Jones, Head Master 
St George’s School, Windsor Castle 
Berkshire SL4 1QF 
Tel: 01753 865553 Fax: 01753 842093 
Email: enqs@stgwindsor.co.uk 
Website: www.stgwindsor.co.uk 



RADLEY COLLEGE 

Choristerships 



THE MANOR 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Abingdon, Oxon OX13 6LN 

Boys 3-7 Girts 3-11 




If you have a son who enjoys singing, who 
would benefit from free theory, voice and 
instrumental tuition and is able to come to 
Radley three times a week for tuition and 
rehearsals, please contact: 

Music School Administrator 
Tel: 01235 543034 • Fax: 01235 543166 
music@radley. org . uk 



THEY LOVE IT! 

Come and find out why at our 

OPEN AFTERNOON 

Thursday, 6 October 2.00-4.00 p.m. 

call Maggi Shellard, the Registrar 
on 01235 523789 

Email: registrar@manorprep.org • Website : www.manorprep.org 



are now re-thinking 
their approach. 

“Even America is 
looking into our meth- 
ods of teaching reli- 
gion, so there is quite a 
lot to celebrate,” he 
enthuses. 

Jeremy Taylor, the 
Director of Education 
for the Diocese of 
Chichester, gives short 
shrift to the accusa- 
tions of dumbing- 
down. He argues that 
those who take this 
line “are not in 
touch.” 

He asserts: “They 
have not looked at the 
current course. It real- 
ly requires intellectual 
rigour. Religious edu- 
cation has changed so 
much; there’s consider- 
able life in the subject. 
It’s not what people 
imagine.” 

Speaking after two 
days of tackling criti- 
cism over standards in 
A Levels, Education 
Minister, Andrew 
Adonis, also sounds 
weary of such theories. 

“I haven’t seen any 
evidence that Religious 
Studies is a soft sub- 
ject. The combination 
of philosophy, history 
and hard analysis 
makes it very challeng- 
ing,” Lord Adonis 
asserts. “And, as I 
understand, the take 
up of the AS level in 
this subject is also 
strong because it is 
seen as a useful com- 
plementary subject.” 

He then adds: 
“The increase in stu- 
dents comes at a time 
of its [Religious 



Studies’] obvious rele- 
vance in the modern 
world.” 

And herein lies the 
answer: at a time when 
so many of the politi- 
cal and social issues of 
the day are under- 
pinned by religious 
themes, young people 
are not only looking to 
be informed, but are 
wondering how they 
locate and identify 
their own religious 
sensibilities. With the 
news full of stories 
which have religion 
somewhere at their 
core, it’s hardly sur- 
prising that young 
people seek to arm 
themselves with an 
understanding of what 
it means to believe. 

Commenting on 
wider significance of 
this year’s A Level 
results, Dr Ellie 
Johnson Searle, the 
Director of the JCQ, 
said: “The rise in 

entries for religious 
and political studies is 
significant at a time 
when Britain increas- 
ingly needs young peo- 
ple to understand the 
complexities of our 
faith communities and 
participation in our 
democratic society.” 

John Gay also 
acknowledges that 
9/11, and the attacks 
on London in July, will 
inevitably have a 
knock-on effect on 
young people’s curiosi- 
ty: “For social cohe- 
sion, we need a greater 
understanding of reli- 

■ n 

gion. 

Canon John Hall, 
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the Church of 
England’s Chief 
Education Officer, 
explains that the 
course option that 
most students favour 
allows them to reflea 
on philosophy and 
ethics, making the sub- 
jea an attractive pack- 
age. 

“Young people are 
immensely interested 
in religion, and more 
broadly in spiritual 
ideas; this is clearly the 
motivating factor in 
their choice,” he says. 
“The course creates 
conditions in which 
young people are able 
to engage positively in 
Christianity as well as 
other religions. They 
can reflect on the 
impaa of this on their 
own life. 

“The course not 
only entails learning 
about religion, but 
also learning from reli- 
gion,” he adds. 

Julian Baggini, edi- 
tor of The 
Philosopher's 
Magazine , is a com- 
mitted atheist and reg- 
ular commentator on 
the subject of religious 
education. Although 
vociferous in his dis- 
like of faith schools, he 
fully endorses 

Religious Studies as an 
exam subject, and 
believes it should be 
widely encouraged. 

“Committed athe- 




, us at o'® **i 



ists and committed 
religious people both 
take religious educa- 
tion very seriously. 
Whatever happens, 
young people having a 
more thought-out per- 
speaive on their reli- 
gious ideas is not a bad 
thing.” 

He insists that the 
reason the subjea is so 
popular, however, 
comes down to its 
heavy ethics and phi- 
losophy content. 
Believing that it is “a 
philosophy A-level in 
disguise”, Baggini 
stresses that many of 
the students taking up 
Religious Studies are 
taking the ethics and 
philosophy options the 
course allows. 

“Young people are 
always interested in 
issues of meaning and 
purpose and there is a 
combination of ethics 
and philosophy in this 
subjea, which many 
will like. Perhaps if 
they thought they were 
getting John’s Gospel 
and modern Church 
history, they would 
run a mile!” 

Nonetheless, 
whether the creators 
of RS A Level have hi- 
jacked chunks of other 
courses or not, the 
social relevance of reli- 
gion is indisputable in 
the face of claims that 
society is becoming 
ever more secular. But 



this is only part of the 
reason for the popu- 
larity of RS A-level. 
Many stress that we 
need to look at what is 
happening in schools 
at an earlier age. They 
explain the increase in 
RS at A Level by high- 
lighting the growth of 
students taking it up at 
GCSE, or at least fol- 
lowing the shorter 
course. 

Since 1998, stu- 
dents have had the 
option to either do a 
full course (requiring 
10 per cent of curricu- 



lum time) or a short 
course (taking up five 
per cent of curriculum 
time). 

Jeremy Taylor says 
that teaching a non- 
exam RE subject to 
children who were not 
enthralled by the sub- 
ject was a “night- 
mare”. 

An option was 
needed, he said, that 
“would be suitable for 
Kevin and Mandy on a 
wet Friday after- 
noon.” 

Read between the 
lines, it’s not hard to 



deduce that the shorter 
course is for “lower 
attaining pupils”, to 
use the terminology of 
Ofsted. Since the 
shorter course was 
introduced, it has 
become the fastest 
growing subject ever 
at GCSE, with the 
number of students 
having risen from 20 
per cent in 1998 to 60 
per cent in 2004. 

Another reason for 
religion becoming 
more popular may 
well be because Oftsed 
have been encouraging 



schools to ensure they 
are in-line with the 
legal requirements. 

“Once schools 
start to focus on this 
area, they realise they 
want to do it properly, 
and take the subject 
seriously,” Taylor 
stresses. 

If you add to that 
the publication last 
October of the official 
National RE 

Framework, it is clear 
religious education is 
enjoying more credi- 
bility in schools. 

Lord Adonis 
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A thriving Christian 
boarding and day school 
for girls and boys 
from 11-18 years. 

• Beautiful Cotswolds setting 

• Short-term overseas mission trips 

• Excellent pastoral care 

• Superb sports and 
recreational facilities 

• Part of the Kingham Hill Trust 
with Oak Hill College 

To request a prospectus or arrange a visit, 
contact admissions@kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
or call 01608 658999. 

www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
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remains optimistic, we are continuing to 
“Teacher training is tackle issues with the 
now being made much supply of teachers in 
more attractive, and this subjea.” 



OUR 

LADY’S 

4- CONVENT 
M SENIOR AND 
’“•I** JUNIOR SCHOOLS 




Radley Road, Abingdon OX14 3PS 
St John’s Road, Abingdon OX14 2HB 



Dynamic ♦ Exciting ♦ Substantial value added 
High academic standards ♦ Two ICT Suites ♦ Small classes 
Caring Christian environment ♦ Indoor swimming pool 
Extensive bus network ♦ Popular Sixth Form Centre 
Scholarships and bursaries ♦ Attractive modern facilities 

01235 524658 (Senior )/ 

01235 523147 (Junior) 
www.olcss.org.uk 
email: office@olcss.org.uk 



Centre for Neuro-developmental 
Delay 

Is your child fulfiling his/her potential? 

Do you think your child might be Dyslexic? 

Full Assessments to check your child's Basic 
Ability and indicate whether there are any 
Dyslexic tendencies. 

Assessments also available for Adults. 

Contact: P.N.F. Faulkner 

Tel: 01280 813658 




IAPS, CO-ED, BOARDING & DAY, 
PREP SCHOOL FOR 3-13 YEAR OLDS 



Swanbourne 

House 



Buckinghamshire 



For details contact 

Mrs C Hollowday 



telephone 01296 720 264 
fax 01296 728 089 
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www.swanbourne.org 
email offce@sw anbourne.org 




Christ Church Cathedral School 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford 

Voice Trials 

for Cathedral Choristers with 
Choral Scholarships 
worth up to £8000 per year in boarding fees 

Does your son have a good voice and show an interest in 
music? If so, why not come and visit us on 

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER 2005 
9.00 am to 12 noon 

While your son sings to the Cathedral Organist, you can 
take a look round this historic school, founded in 1 546 
which combines long tradition with forward-looking 
education for boys aged 2'A to 1 3. 

For further details please contact: 

The Admissions’ Secretary, Miss Diane Price, on 
(01865) 242561 or email: schooloffice@cccs.org.uk 
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The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 
events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 
The deadline for the October issue is Wednesday 7 September 



on 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3 BURGHFIELD St Mary’s 
Church Family Fun Day for every- 
one, 12-4pm Burghfield Common 
Recreation Ground (no parking): 
cream teas, BBQ, races, cakes, pet 
show, etc. 0118 983 2846. 

Sat 3 UPTON (between Harwell 
& Blewbury) Summer Fete 
Recreation Ground 2pm. Stalls, 
games, home-made teas, crafts, 
karate demonstration, etc. Free. 

Sat 3-Sun 4 FARMOOR St 

Mary’s Church 70th anniversary. 
Flowers and photographs Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 2-5pm. Songs of 
Praise Sun 9.30am, Evensong with 
Bishop of Reading 6.30pm. 01865 
862994. 

Sun 4 BURGHFIELD Service of 
Thanksgiving for God’s Creation 
with Blessing of Animals; bring pets 
(in cages/on leads) St Mary’s Church 
4pm. 0118 983 4433. 

Wed 7 READING Bicentenary of 
the birth of Samuel Wilberforce, 
Bishop of Oxford. Special evensong 
at Minster Church of St Mary 
6.15pm followed by reception by 
Berkshire Record Office. 0118 
9015161 or arch@reading.gov.uk 

Thu 8 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN Lecture ‘Celebrating 
Together - Understanding the Ecu- 
menical Process’. St Mary’s Church 
8pm; Holy Communion 7.15pm. 
01908 665113. 



Sat 9-Sun 25 DORCHESTER- 
ON-THAMES Festival; proceeds to 
Abbey Campaign. See www. dorch- 
esterfestival.com, or box office 
01865 305305. 

Sat 10 LONGWORTH St Mary’s 
Church event at Longworth Manor: 
auction, books, silver band, chil- 
dren’s activities, .falconry display. 
01865 821028. 

Sat 10 BERKS, BUCKS & 
OXON Historic Churches 
THist Annual Sponsored Bike 
Ride or Walk Look out for your 
local details. 

Sun 11 LOWER BASILDON 

Church open 2-4pm, tea and cakes; 
Harvest Festival 6pm. 

The 13 READING Quiet Garden 
open 10am-3pm (meditations 
10.20am, 12.30pm; bring lunch). 
The Oak House, 80 Woodcote Rd, 
Caversham, Reading. 0118 947 
6067. 

Fri 16-Sun 18 CHALFONT ST 
GILES ‘Thanksgiving’ Festival of 
Flowers Parish Church: Fri-Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 11.30am-6pm. 
Fri: Evening of romantic and pas- 
toral music and poetry, 8pm. 01494 
726654. 

Sat 17-Sun 18 FREELAND 

Flower festival from 10am-6pm 
Saturday and noon-6pm Sunday 
and harvest thanksgiving 9.45am 
Sunday. All welcome. 

Sat 17 BANBURY Golden 
Moments of Opera’ concert St 
Mary’s Church 7.45pm. Tickets 
01295 259855. 



compiled by Clare Wenham 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

Sat 1 7 OXFORD Short talks relating 
Christianity to the Environment, coffee 
and discussion. Oxford Pastorate Centre, 
St Aldate’s. www.sageoxford.org.uk 
01865 516507. 

Wed 21 CHURCH HANBOR- 
OUGH How to Read a Church: 
interaction between liturgy and 
art and architecture of a place of 
worship Robin Gibbons St Peter 
& St Paul 11am, £25 inc. coffee 
& lunch. 01993 882336. 

Thu 22 STOKE POGES Trusting 
God in Uncertainty 10am- 
12.30pm; garden open 9.45am- 
3pm; bring lunch. Stoke Park Farm 
Quiet Garden, Park Rd. 01753 
644273, 643050. 

Fri 23 DORCHESTER-ON- 
THAMES Lord Douglas Hurd on 
‘Morality in World Politics’ 
Dorchester Abbey 7.30pm. Tickets 
£6 01865 341066. 

FRI 23 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Sat 24 ROTHERF1ELD PEP- 
PARD ‘Glories of English Music’ 
concert. All Saints’ Church. 
Refreshments; collection for Medic- 
ins du Monde and CMS Link in 
Uganda. 0118 972 2844. 

Sat 24 STRATFORD MOR- 
TIMER Live Band Concert (60s 
and 70s music) St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets 0118 933 2764 or 
on doon 

Sat 24-Sun 25 CHALGROVE 

Flower Festival St Mary’s Church. 



01865 400494, 07957 665950. 

Sat 24-Sun 25 GARSINGTON 

St Mary’s Church Flower Festival 
llam-5pm. Refreshments Sat 
12-4.30pm. Sun: Manor Gardens 
open under National Garden 
Scheme 2-5pm, teas. 

Sun 25 OXFORD Kennington & 
Dictrict Church Choirs perform 
Handel’s Messiah , Holywell Music 
Room 3pm. Free; collection for 
Medical Care for Victims of 
Torture. 01865 735885. 

Thu 29 STOKE POGES 
Journeying into Healing 10am-12 
noon; garden open 9.45am-3pm; 
bring lunch. Stoke Park Farm Quiet 
Garden, Park Rd. 01753 644273, 
643050. 

Fri 30 (-Sat 29 Oct) BANBURY 

Images of Faith Exhibition 
10am-4pm Mon-Sat. Free 01295 
250816. 

Notice 

Free Yamaha C605 electronic 
organ available; to be collected 
from Abingdon. 

John Davis , tel. 01235 529548. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 



Courses, Lectures 

Portfolio-linked Courses 

Learning to Think Theologically 

8 sessions from 12 Sep, 7.30pm 
Diocesan Church House £30. 
Mission 10 sessions 7.15pm £30: 
choice of Winslow Centre (Mons 
from 20 Sep), Diocesan Church 
House (Weds from 28 Sep), St 
George’s Wash Common (Thurs 
from 29 Sep), Ranelagh School, 
Bracknell (Thurs from 22 Sep) 
Sheila Townsend, Diocesan 
Church House , 01865 208277 

Developing Pastoral Care 
8 sessions from 26 Sep, 7.15pm 
£65 OCIC, Headington 
OCIC, 119 London Rd, 
Headington OX3 9HX, tel. 01865 
308889, counselling@ocic.org.uk 

St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Course Open Modules 

* Starting 4 Oct: 

Introdution to Biblical Studies 
4 sessions 7pm £20 
Spirituality 10 sessions 8.15pm £30 
Creation, Redemption & Theo- 
dicy 5 double sessions 7pm £50 
The Modem Church 20 sessions 
7pm £50 

Old Testament Texts 5 sessions 
8.15pm £25 

Starting 11 Oct: Secular Culture & 
Interfaith Issues 5 double sessions 
7pm £50. All at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon Gill Pratley, 

SAOMC, Diocesan Church 
House, 01865 208260 

Prayer 

Prayer with Mother Ann Verena 



24 Sep 10am-4pm £15 Diocesan 
Church House (bring lunch) 
Sheila Townsend, Diocesan 
Church House, 01865 208277 

Spiritual Direction 

Training Course for Spiritual 
Direction 13 Mondays Jan-July 
Begbroke Priory, Kidlington 
£260. Bookings due by end Oct 
Forms from http://www.oxf or d. 
anglican.org/spi-dir or Canon 
Barbara Doubtfire, 6 Meadow 
Walk, Woodstock 0X20 1NR, 
tel 01993 810005 

Christian Aid 

27 Sep The End of the Two-State 
Solution? Mary Coates on 
insights from visit to Palestine 
7.30 for 8pm Christ Church, 
Stantonbury, Milton Keynes; 
handicrafts on sale. Hilary Blake, 
Christian Aid in Oxon, Berks & 
Bucks, Wesley Memorial Church, 
New Inn Hall St, Oxford OX1 
2DH, tel. 01865 246818 

Law, Power & Peace 

29 Sep Law, Power & Peace: 
Christian Perspectives in 
Sovereignty Archbishop Rowan 
Williams gives David Nicholls 
Memorial Lecture, St Mary the 
Virgin Church, High St, Oxford 
5pm 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 

Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



September Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



*No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for 
those who love him 9 - but God 
has revealed it to us by his 
Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2: 9-10a. 

Let us pray in the power of the 
Holy Spirit to God our Father, 
through his son Jesus Christ for: 

Thu 1 Woodstock Deanery. 
The deanery is mainly rural, but 
many very excfiting things are 
happening! Several of our 
churches are taking advantage 
of the Covenant with the 
Methodist Church by building 
on relationships which have 
existed for many years. There 
are a number of parent/toddler 
groups being formed. We are 
praying for increasing opportu- 
nities for the church to play its 
part in the life of its community. 
We are also encouraging 
churches to build teams in order 
to share gifts and resources. The 
parishes of Begbroke, Bladon, 
Shipton-on-Cherwell, Wood- 
stock and Yamton have just 
united to form the ‘Blenheim 
Team Ministry’. Area dean - 
Roger Humphreys; synod lay 
chairman - John Peverel- 
Cooper; ecumenical representa- 
tive - G. Oldfield. 

Fri 2 Bladon with Woodstock: 
clergy - Roger Humphreys, 
Shaun Henson, Colin Sanders; 
licensed lay minister - Celia 



Humphreys. Eynsham and 
Cassington: clergy - Ian Bentley, 
John Underwood, Roger Aston; 
licensed lay minister - Neil 
Grady; youth worker - Helen 
Cobby. 

Sat 3 Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy - Tim Naish; 
licensed lay ministers - Hugh 
Dalton, Elizabeth Sharpies, 
Clive Berry; pastoral assistants - 
Peter Langley, John Fox. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 4 As the academic year 
begins we pray for all places of 
learning whatever age, ability or 
interest they cater for For all 
staff, academic, pastoral and 
administrative, in their particu- 
lar contribution to the members 
of the organisation. For chil- 
dren, young people and stu- 
dents that they may have access 
to appropriate opportunities 
and support to develop their full 
potential. 

Mon 5 North Leigh St Mary: 
clergy - Stephen Kirkham; half- 
time youth worker - Michael 
Kelly. 

"ftie 6 Steeple Aston with 
North Aston and Tackley: cler- 
gy - Stephen M’Caw; licensed 
lay minister - Richard Bailey. 
Wed 7 Stonesfield St James the 
Great: clergy - Geoff Van Der 
Weegen. 

Thu 8 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew and 
Sandford St Martin: clergy - 



Graeme Arthur. 

Fri 9 Wootton, Glympton and 
Kiddington: clergy - Stephen 
Jones; licensed lay minister - 
Jenny Wagstaffe. 

Sat 10 Yamton with Begbroke 
and Shipton-on-Cherwell: cler- 
gy - Andrew Parkinson. 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 11 HARVEST 
THANKSGIVING Ministry in 
rural parishes and those con- 
cerned for rural issues and 
regional development, diocesan 
officers Glyn Evans, Ian Cohen, 
Nick Parish, John Townend. 
Initiatives within parishes to 
support agricultural develop- 
ment in areas of need through- 
out the world. 

Mon 12 Wycombe Deanery. 
We give thanks for the success- 
ful completion of present dean- 
ery plans and the healthy state 
of the deanery. We are at a time 
of change with a new area dean 
to be appointed from Septem- 
ber to lead development of our 
future plans. Pray for the excit- 
ing new ‘missionary’ post of 
Community Missioner for High 
Wycombe. Area dean - 
Christopher Bull; associate area 
dean - Robert Jennings; synod 
lay chair - Ann Cartland; 
licensed lay minister - Pat 
Hastings; ecumenical represen- 
tative - Tony Dickinson; deaf 
chaplain - Ben Whitaker. 

Tue 13 Marlow Area Team 



Ministry: clergy - Nick 

Molony, Sue Irwin, Dani 
Munoz-Trivino, Gabrielle 
Smith; Methodist Minister - 
Michael Hughes; licensed lay 
ministers - Peter Kent, John 
Bustin. 

Wed 14 HOLY CROSS DAY 

Each deanery chapter and their 
mutual support of the clergy. 
Thu 15 Flackwell Heath 
Christ Church: clergy - Chris 
Bull, Gerry Foster, Martin 
Courtney; licensed lay minister 
- Sue Simpson. High Wycombe 
Deaf Church: clergy - Ben 
Whitaker. 

Fri 16 Hambleden Valley 
Group: clergy - Malcolm 

MacNaughton, Mieke Gaynor, 
Amanda Bloor; licensed lay 
minister - Annette Jackson. 

Sat 1 7 Hazlemere Holy 
Trinity: clergy - Clive Colliei; 
Alan Garratt, Bill Mason; pas- 
toral worker - D. Hopwood: 
youth and children’s worker - 
G. Stacey. 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 18 Those considering 
where to minister when they 
have served their title. 

Mon 19 Hedsor and Bourne 
End: clergy - Ann Trew. 
Hughenden St Michael and All 
Angels: clergy - Simon Cronk, 
Frederick Friend; licensed lay 
minister - Bill Geers. 
lUe 20 High Wycombe Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Picken, 



David Foster, Mary Gurr, 
Stephen Whitmore, Susie 
Simpson. High Wycombe All 
Saints: clergy - David Picken, 
Nicky Tottle; lay pastor - J. 
Lock; licensed lay ministers - 
Maureen Lampard, Noreen 
Talbot; licensed youth minister 

- Sarah Hamilton. High 
Wycombe St Anne and St 
Peter: clergy - Mary Gurr, 
Emma Antoine. 

Wed 21 MATTHEW, APOS- 
TLE AND EVANGELIST 
High Wycombe St Mary, St 
George and St James: clergy - 
Susie Simpson, Joan Arthur. 
Thu 22 High Wycombe St 
Andrew: clergy - David Foster, 
Elaine Carr; pastoral assistant 

- H. Graham; youth worker - 
David Montgomery. 

Fri 23 High Wycombe St 
Birinus and St John: clergy - 
Stephen Whitmore, Peter 
Viney, Ruth Wooster, Marie 
Jackson; pastoral assistant - 
Janice Allerston; licensed lay 
ministers - Allison Smale, Josie 
Martin. High Wycombe St 
James: clergy - Susie Simpson, 
Joan Arthur. High Wycombe St 
Mary and St George: clergy - 
Susie Simpson. 

Sal 24 West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage: clergy - Nigel 
Lacey, Linda Richardson, 
Veronica Beaumont, Eric 
Nicholson. Wooburn: clergy - 
Martin Wallington, Rosemary 
Payne. 



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 25 Those to be ordained 
deacon or priest. Their families 
and all who support them. Give 
thanks for those committed to 
the selection and leadership for- 
mation of ordination candi- 
dates. 

Mon 26 Training incumbents 
and their parishes as they devel- 
op ministry with those recently 
ordained. Effective working 
agreements that reflect the 
needs and resources of those { 
involved. i 

Tkie 27 Loudwater St Peter: ( 

clergy - Timothy Butlin; lic- 
ensed lay ministers - David 
Clarke, Patrick Finlay. 

Wed 28 Stokenchurch with 
Ibstone (South Chilterns Group 
Ministry with Lane End with 
Cadmore) Stokenchurch with 
Ibstone: clergy - Alistair France. 
Terriers St Francis of Assisi: 
clergy - Tony Dickinson; 
licensed lay minister - Valerie 
Evans. Tylers Green: clergy - 
Mike Bisset, Alison Caw; 
licensed lay minister - David 
Carter. 

Thu 29 ST MICHAEL AND 
ALL ANGELS Hughenden St 
Michael and All Angels: clergy - 
Simon Cronk, Frederick Friend; 
licensed lay minister - Bill 
Geers. 

Fri 30 Lane End with 
Cadmore End: clergy - Robert 
Jennings; licensed lay ministers 
- Geoff Brown, John Coombs. 
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From economics to exploration: 
two new books by local authors 

Natalie Abbott looks at two of the latest books to be published by authors from 
our Diocese. 



IN the year in which the cam- 
paign to Make Poverty 
History has been launched, 
an economist, Dr Kamran 
Modif, and a theologian, 
Revd Marcus Braybrooke - a 
now retired priest in 
Oxfordshire who is also 
president of the World 
Congress of Faiths - have 
joined in a dialogue to con- 
sider how economics and 
theology could be brought 
together again. Their book, 
Promoting the Common 
Good, debates equity and 
efficiency, production and 
consumption, economic and 
spiritual well-being and hap- 
piness, economic growth and 
social justice, free trade and 
fair trade and profit maximi- 
sation and sustainability. 



PROMOTING THE 
COMMON GOOD 




MARCUS BRAY- 
BROOKE AND 
KAMRAN MOFIP 

SH EPHEARQ. 
WALWYN £9.95 



The Foreword is written by 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, and 
he writes: ‘I very much wel- 
come this book and believe 
that its themes are of crucial 
importance to the world 
today.’ 

The Church Explorer’s 
Handbook is a pocket refer- 
ence guide designed to help 
everyone who enjoys looking 
at churches to spot the most 
interesting features in and 
around any church, and to 
understand their signifi- 
cance. It will help to unravel 
the remarkable stories con- 
tained in stone, wood and 
glass in every city, town and 
village in the country. 

Have you ever wondered 
what gargoyles are for? Do you 
know how a fugitive claimed 
sanctuary from the law in a 
church? Have you found your- 
self questioning who might be 
responsible for the ancient graf- 
fiti in our churches... could it 
really be the clergy? Or why 
yew trees were planted in 



churchyards? This book has 
the answers to these questions, 
and many more! 

Written in a user-friendly 
style, packed with informa- 
tion and illustrations, this 
book is a source of inspira- 
tion to all those who already 
enjoy (or who might like to 
begin) exploring our church 
buildings, and of encourage- 
ment to those who spend 
many hours lovingly caring 
for their local church. 

Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
Founder of The Open 
Churches Trust writes in his 
Foreword: ‘This excellent 
publication fills a huge gap 
in our understanding of one 
of the most amazing collec- 
tions of buildings in the 
world.’ 



THE CHURCH 

EX P L O RERS 

HANDBOOK 

CLIVE FEWI N S 

CANTERBURY 




Crossword competition winners 



THANKS to all those who 
entered our crossword competi- 
tion in the July DOOR. 
Apologies for the fact clue 15 
across was missing, though that 
doesn't seem to have put any 
of you off. The clue should have 
read: Glow and the correct 
answer: Lit, but we haven't dis- 
allowed anyone for getting that 
one wrong. The winners were 
Jeremy Shields, who filled in 
his crossword online, Sister 



Honor Margaret from St 
Mary's Convent, Wantage and 
Eric Nash, from Reading. They 
each win a copy of the new 
Lion Book of Christian Poetry. 
The correct answer for all 
clues was as follows: 

1. 0XF0RDM0VEMENT 

2. XEN0PH0BE 3. OSSUARY 
4. DIRGE 5. VIA 

6. EPISTLE 

7. TRADITI0NALISTS 



8. IMPRISONED 

9. MINISTRY 10. AFRICA 
11. FLAIR 12. RIP 

13. ENCHANT 14. CALM 
15. LIT 16. STORYTELLER 
17. EFFORT 18. FUNERAL 
19. REFILLS 20. CHOSEN 
21. HYMNAL 22.SISTINE 
23. IRAQ 24. DRAIN 
25. AISLE 26. FORUM 
27. DIN 28. RELIQUARIES 

29. NEEDLESSLY 

30. JEWS 



Compelling sermons for 
the ‘church damaged’ 



Bv Alison Webster 

IT’S worth getting past the 
clumsy title and ugly cover of 
this book (what were DLT 
thinking of?) and getting to 
grips with its content. For it is 
a rare thing: a compelling col- 
lection of sermons preached 
for people who find organised 
religion deeply problematic; 
those who are ‘Church-dam- 
aged and battered by life, 
‘bottomed out’ yet rich in 
experience.’ Marilyn McCord 
Adams’ unifying themes are 
threefold: that God is huge, 
infinite and eternal and that 
we are tiny; that God can turn 
anything to blessing, and that 
interacting with God we 
should ‘tell it how it is’. 

Pastoral insight and sensi- 
tivity underpin her assump- 
tions all the way through. For 
instance, in ‘Show us who 
God is’, she asks the congre- 
gation, ‘Do you secretly fear 
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that his intimacy will not 
respect your boundaries, that 
God will overwhelm, wipe 
you out personally, the way 
others in your life have tried 
to do?’ Given the huge num- 
bers in our society that are 
survivors of abuse, it is shock- 
ing that so few theologians 
and preachers integrate sur- 
vivors’ concerns and insights 
into our communal under- 
standing of God. McCord 
Adams does this most effec- 
tively, and the effects are both 
arresting and liberating. 

I found the final four ser- 
mbns in this book particular- 
ly heartening in their chal- 
lenge to the heterosexual nor- 
mativity that is currently and 
brutally reasserting itself 
within the Anglican 
Communion. In ‘Queer 
Variety’, preached in 2002, 
she asks, ‘Why be virtually 
normal when you could be 
interesting?’, and in a gay 



pride sermon in 1992 she 
asserts, ‘Our gay and lesbian 
brothers and sisters deserve a 
celebration.’ In the 1990s 
such sentiments were unex- 
ceptional - particularly 
amongst theologically astute 
clergy. Sooner or later we 
shall, like McCord Adams, 
appreciate what we stand to 
lose by silencing such voices 
in the name of ‘keeping the 
peace’. 

Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser for the 
Diocese. The author of 
Wrestling for a Blessing 
Marilyn McCord Adams is 
Regius Professor of Divinity at 
Oxford University. 



WRESTLING FOR 
BLESSING 




OCTOBER 2nd 

ANIMAL WELFARE SUNDAY 

" . . for every animal of the forest is mine , and the 
cattle on a thousand hills . I know every bird in 
the mountains, and the creatures of the field are 

mine for the world is mine, and all that is 

in it/' 

Psalm 50 vs 10-12 

IS YOUR CHURCH 

REMEMBERING ANIMALS ON THAT DAY? 

Send for a free information pack including Order 
of Service, sermon ideas and factsheet about this 
year's theme from: The Secretary, Anglican Society 
for the Welfare of Animals, PO Box 7193, Hook, 
Hampshire RG27 8GT 

Also available new Harvest order of service 
compiled with Christian Ecology Link 

Tel: 01252 843093 Email: AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 

Website: www.aswa.org.uk 



ASWA 

The Anglican Society for the Welfare of 
Animals is a UK based Christian 
organisation. Our main aim is to raise 
awareness of animal welfare issues within 
the Anglican Church and the wider 
Christian community. We are ecumenical 
and welcome all Christian denominations 
as members and supporters. 

Lately, the secular animal welfare 
movement has often been highly critical of 
the apparent lack of concern shown by the 
Church for the suffering of animals. 

This has not always been the case 
however and Christians have been 
involved in animal welfare reform 
throughout history. For example, the 
RSPCA - the first animal protection 
society, was founded by an Anglican priest 
- Revd Arthur Broome. Well known 
Christians such as C S Lewis, John Wesley 
and William Wilberforce all spoke out 
against animal cruelty. It is our aim to put 
animal welfare back onto the agenda of 
the Church. 

As the Psalmist says in Psalm 148, animals 
in their amazing variety of species were all 
created for the glory of God and to praise 
His name. They were not created for our 
exploitation and domination. 

Tel: 01252 843093 
angsocwelanimals@aol.com 
www.aswa.org.uk 
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Looking on from Niger 

Maranda St John Nicolle, of Christian Concern for One World, asks 
whether there is anything we can do to halt the suffering in Niger - 
and prevent it spreading across West Africa 



READING through communiques 
from the World Food Programme, 
you can feel the frustration. For 
years, there had been calls for 
‘early warning systems’ that would 
alert donors to impending disas- 
ters. In the case of West Africa, the 
systems functioned perfectly: after 
last year’s drought and locust 
plagues, the WFP and others 
issued ever-more urgent reports 
and appeals warning of an immi- 
nent crisis in the Sahel region. But 
there was no response. 

The situation poses questions 
about all involved. Could West 
African governments have reacted 
with greater urgency? Have free- 
market policies exacerbated the 
problems? Why do richer govern- 
ments habitually wait until shamed 
by pictures of dying children to 
take action? And how could the 
G8 governments, while speaking of 
their commitment to Africa, uni- 
versally ignore the WFP appeals 
until June? 

Some lessons learned may help 
with emergency response in the 
future. But agencies, economists 
and journalists are also asking us 
to look more broadly at the long- 
term poverty that underlies the 
crises - and at the long-term devel- 
opment measures that would avert 
future suffering. 

Niger, Mauritania, Mali and 
Burkina Faso - the countries most 
affected by the current food short- 
ages- are four of the world’s five 
poorest countries according to the 
UN Human Development Index. 



Two-thirds of Nigeriens live on 
under $1 a day - and even in nor- 
mal years, there is an annual 
‘hunger season’. Yet despite this 
need and the fact that Niger has 
been applauded for its democracy, 
Oxfam has calculated that the coun- 
try receives only $12 per person per 
year in aid. With such scant resourc- 
ing, countries cannot put in place 
the kind of preventative measures 
that would protect them when 
natural disasters strike. 

Agencies which work with the 
vulnerable populations of the Sahel 
region point to the impact that 
even very basic projects can have. 

A Tearfund programme that con- 
structs simple stone dykes has 
enabled the Tuareg in Niger to 
capture scarce rain and plant vital 
crops. Oxfam’s programmes in 
Mali have provided seeds so that 
vulnerable rural populations could 
increase the amount of food avail- 
able to them. 

As we look at the news cover- 
age, we need to bear in mind the 
background and also these stories 
of real - and reproducible - hope. 
And we need to act. Why not 
commit to pray regularly for jus- 
tice and for specific situations? Or 
to give regular, substantial sup- 
port to agencies working with the 
most vulnerable? Or to campaign 
for more aid, fairer trade and full 
and transparent debt relief? 

Natural disasters may still 
occur, but prevention can ensure 
that they do not devastate the 
weakest. 



Shadowing a priest - work 
experience with a difference! 



Sarah Watts, a year 10 student 
from Bartholomew's School in 
Eynsham, took the unusual step of 
deciding to do her work experience 
with her parish priest Sarah Sharp 
in the Lower Windrush Benefice. The 
two Sarahs knew each other as 
Sarah junior sings in the choir at 
Stanton Harcourt church where her 
mother helps to run the Sunday 
School and her Gran is church war- 
den and plays the organ. Read 
about their shared experiences 
below: 

Sarah’s work experience certainly gave 
her the opportunity to meet a wide 
range of people across the benefice and 
beyond in a variety of situations! 

From pastoral visits to bereaved fam- 
ilies, to lunch clubs for the elderly and 
toddler groups and after-school clubs, 
Sarah’s five days with the Revd Sarah 
Sharp packed in plenty of experiences. 

The two Sarahs took communion to 
a residential care home and a lady in 
her own home. There was also the 
opportunity to spend an afternoon at a 
school fete and chat to people over an 
ice cream. And despite only five days 
on work experience Sarah didn’t miss 
out on that vital ingredient of parish 
life - attending a PCC meeting! 

Sarah also learnt more about the 
work of the wider church, by attend- 
ing a Diocesan Board of Education 
meeting at Waddesdon School. The 
Board discussed issues regarding the 
unique nature of a church school and 
the part that the Church has to play. 
Sarah junior was able to spend the 
morning in her old primary school and 



talk to the pupils and staff about the 
role of the parish priest in the life of 
the school. 

On Sunday Sarah attended the 8am 
Holy Communion service in Yelford 
before travelling to Standlake for their 
Parish Communion. Sarah’s upbringing 
in the church enabled her to lead the 
intercessions much to the delight of the 
congregation, who thought she was very 
brave. Finally she ended the morning in 
her own church of Stanton Harcourt 
where there was a family service. 
Supported by the congregation she led 
the service from the front. At the end of 
her week when asked how she felt about 
her placement she said: ‘Every day was 
different so I didn’t get a chance to get 
used to the activities of the day because 
there was no* set routine. Working with 
Sarah has opened my eyes to the way of 
work and how different people’s jobs 
can be. After working with such a wide 
range of people I have been motivated to 
get a job that involves working with 
people in some way.’ 

Reflecting on the job 
For Sarah the parish priest it was a 
nice change to have some one to work 
with and share ideas and thoughts. 
Work experience students have a series 
of of questions to ask, including the 
best and worst bits of the job, why you 
went into it and what you would 
change if you could. She said: ‘Some of 
the questions were difficult to answer 
because being a parish priest is so 
much more than a job. But it was a 
great opportunity to reflect on a 
priest’s role in the parishes and priori- 
ties. As Sarah was also part of the 
community and had been so all her 
life, it was a great opportunity to talk 




Assisting the Revd Sarah Sharp at a bap- 
tism, as part of work experience week. 



about a young person’s hope and fears 
for themselves and their community 
and what they believe are its strengths 
and weaknesses.’ 

One of the most obvious differences 
about a work experience with a parish 
priest was that it didn’t conform to 
many of the questions posed by the 
school or the LEA. Who exactly is the 
employer and what employees liability 
cover do we have? Revd Sarah said: 
‘The risk assessment was hilarious - 
riding in a car with the Rector and tak- 
ing refreshments from a variety of 
sources was the best we could come up 
with! Drawing a map of your work 
place was tricky too. Flexibility was 
also an issue. In the end Sarah worked 
from Wednesday to Sunday. The 
school wanted to visit but talking to 
answer phones and trying to get across 
the point we were not office bound 
wasn’t easy - complicated by the need 
to do a funeral visit on the same after- 
noon the tutor was arriving. The 
school responded well and with good 
humour and I believe that we all learnt 
a lot and had a very good week.’ 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use ‘Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 
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1 am fully satisfied, now 
that I have received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you 
sent, a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and 
pleasing to God’. 

Philippians 4:18 

‘When do we bring up the 
offering?’ the churchwarden 
asked me anxiously - after 
all, nobody wants to get it 
wrong, especially with a visit- 
ing minister. The ‘offering’ 
-more often and more cor- 
rectly, if more crudely, 
described as the ‘collection’ 
-is still an essential part of 
the ritual in many of our 
parishes. And in ordinary 
language that’s just about the 
only survival of the word, 
though we do speak in the 
eucharist of the offering of 
ourselves to God. 

‘Offerings’ were at the 
hdart of the religion of Israel. 
Indeed, the temple largely 
existed as a kind of process- 




by David Winter 
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ing plant for a multiplicity of 
offerings: drink offerings, ele- 
vation offerings, freewill 
offerings, guilt offerings, 
grain offerings and ‘offerings 
of well-being’. Some were 
required by law. Some were 
sacrifices for sin. But many 
were simply expressions of 
gratitude to God: ‘What shall 
I return to the Lord for all his 
bounty to me?’ (Psalm 
116:12). 

We can all understand the 
offering of gifts as acts of 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



affection or gratitude. In fact, 
we all do it, at Christmas, 
birthdays, anniversaries or 
simply as a spontaneous 
expression of love or appreci- 
ation. The temple offerings 
were ritual ways for the peo- 
ple of Israel to show their 
love and gratitude to God 
(though doubtless often 
abused, or made in the hope 
of divine favours). But when 
the heart is right, so is the 
offering, as Jesus made clear 
in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:23,24). That’s 
quite a thought as we come 
to the season of harvest 
thanksgiving, when like the 
temple of old our parish 
churches will be filled with 
gifts and offerings. The old 
harvest hymn puts it rather 
well: 

‘No gifts have we to offer 
for all thy love imparts, 

But what thou most 
desirest, our humble, thankful 
hearts 7 . 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
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